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The Bright Stars of Alexander Zhukov — Gady Costeff

Alexander Zhukov publishes his studies mostly on Facebook, outside of the traditional problem
magazines. As a result, some readers may miss out, so this column is my attempt to correct matters.
When we look at a star, it is reduced to a tiny fraction of its size. This gives a bright and beautiful
dot in the sky but loses enormous detail. We can do the same to a study, by choosing its most
attractive element. We will lose detail, but the single bright point will shine bright.

This reduction technique works well for studies in which there is one key position that is easy to
understand and is a natural highlight. This describes almost every Zhukov study, which makes his
work so appealing to every level of player.

In fact, Zhukov has adopted this technique himself in the following two videos:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3LyB6a5yKn8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9gmyNrUyIKc&t=6s

Below are sixteen bright stars by Zhukov. The reward for finding a single move is wonderful.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3LyB6a5yKn8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9gmyNrUyIKc&t=6s

Israel Ring Tourney: Studies 2020

Judge: Amatzia Avni, Israel, December 2020
I received 21 studies of average quality from director Gady Costeff, who also checked for
anticipations. In the participants' list, two names stood out: a sensational reappearance of Yehuda
Hoch, after an absence of a quarter of a century; and the debut of a new 14-years old Israeli
composer, Itay Richardson (pronounced Rihardson). The two are connected, as Itay is the grandson
of Yehuda, and they also joined forces to compose one study. The lad inherited excellent
composition genes and it is to be hoped that in time, he will fulfill his promise.

13 studies appear in the award. The unawarded studies were either too simple, or not interesting
enough, or anticipated. In one case a study was left out of the award because it was pure computer
work, with no evidence of human involvement.

1t Prize: Var. 3441 Steffen Nielsen & Martin Minski Steffen S. Nielsen
An enjoyable piece, combining Phoenix, minor promotion, point (5.Be5) and a Martin Minski
model mate, in a natural, flowing manner. 1% Prize IRT 2020

1..0g3! 1.b7 Qe3+ 2.5xe3 HExa2+ -+ 1...Bxg3 2.b7 Af4 2..0e3+ 3.8d4 +-
3.8xh2 Bxc3! 4.He2+ 4.4xc3? Axh2 = 4.. He3 5. 4.e5!! the point 5... Ba3+ (
5..4xe5 6.2xe3 +- 5..Bxe5 6.b8=Q+ +- 5..Exe2 6.b8=Q+ +- 6.Fb6 &d7
7.b8=H+ ! Phoenix 7.b8=Q? Eb3+ = 7...&c8 7..&d8 8.4f6+ 8. Q4 xf4 gxf4
8...Bb3+ 9.2¢6 9.2e8 model mate.

2nd Prize: Var. 3388 Pavel Arestov & Petr Kiryakov

During a battle of white to achieve a draw, either by fortress, stalemate with an
h-pawn, or a positional draw, the WK travels from one corner to another, while
offering black a gift of a piece or two. The work leaves a positive impression,

both in content and structure.

17! L.N7 8xC3 1226 b6 1. ¥xe2! 1...5xh6 2,267 with 3.2.b4 ot Kiryatoy
fortress; 1...%xc3 2.£d5! ¥c5 ( 2...%d4 3.2c6 Wed+ 4.%d6 ) 3.e4! 2.&co! ond Prize IRT 2020
2.h7 ¥h2+ 3.2c8 Wxc3 2...¥c4+ 3.Hd7! ¥d3+! 3...%xc3 4.895 Web / / 7
5.50e6 4.Fe7! 4.%e8? ¥&d6! 5.Hf7 &xd8 4...&xc3 5. f7! ¥d2 5...&h8 . @ / / 7
6.4.95 %h7+ 7.6 ¥xc7 8.%g6 6.h7! 6.%96 Wd3+! 7.%g7 ¥xd8 8.h7 g5+ / / / %
9.9f7 Wh6 10.%g8 ¥g6+ 11.h8 ¥&f7 6...¥h6 7. g8 g6+ 8.Lh8 white 7

king travelled a8->h8 8...&c2 9../e6! with 2 lines /

A) 9...%c3 10. A f6+! 10.8e7 Pc4 11,416 Wf7 12.4e7 &d5 10...Fcd

11.8.e7 ¥f7 11...%xe6 12.2g7! Wxe7+ 13.20g8 12..095 ¥g6 13./\e6! %

positional draw. ®

B) 9..%f7 10.A.f6! &d2 10..%d3 11.8e7 Fc4 12.40g5! see line A 11.897 Draw 6+2
&e3 11..%d3 12.4h6 &cd 13.4095 12.4f8 12.4h6+? &d3 13.4f8 &cd

12..512 13.9.d6! ¥rxeb 13...292 14.84e5 h3 15..0g5+ ) 14.&g7 1/2-1/2 Steffen S. Nielsen

Special Prize: Var. 3390 Steffen Nielsen S- P”ZEJRT 2020

A long journey of WK to find haven from perpetual check, was observed in the
past. The fine point here is an exact 3™ move, which uniqueness is revealed only
at the end of the solution.

1.3+ 2.8f1 2.&g2? Hg5+ perpetual 2...Eal+ Now white has three
choices: 3. g2 or 3.2bl or 3.Hcl. 3.Bb1!! Try: 3.%g2? BEgl+ 4.%h3 Hgh+
5.%h4 Hf3+ 6.2h5 Ehl+ 7.294 Egl+ 8.2f5 Hgh+ 9.%f6 Bg6+ 10.&xf7
Heb+ 11.5f8 Hd7+ 12.%e8 Heb 13.4b6+ Fe2 14.2d8 Hd6+ 15.&c7 (?) ( @
15.%e8 =) 15...Bd7# The rook on b8 blocks the escape of the White king. Win Btm 745
Correction try: 3.Ecl Excl+ 4.%g2 BEgl+ 5.%h3 Ehl+ 6.%g4 Hgl+ 7.%f5

Hg5+ 8.%f6 Hg6+ 9.2xf7 Hieb+ 10.%f8 Hd7+ 11.%e8 Heb 12.4b6+ Fe2 ( 12..%f4 13.%d8 d2
14.8e3+ &xe3 15.8bl ) 13.%d8? ( 13.2f8 =) 13...d2! -+ 14. Bb2 is not possible, because the
bishop is on b6. 13...2d6+? 14.2c8 Unblock of ¢8. The point of 3...2c1!? or 14.&c7 B2d7+ 15.%¢8

3




3...Bxbl+ 4.&g2 Hgl+ 5.Hh3 g5+ 5..8Bhl+ 6.%g4 Hgl+ 7.2f5 transfers to the mainline
6.&h4 3+ 7.&Hh5 Bhl+! or 7..2g5+ 8.%h6 Hg6+ 9.%h7 £Hg5+ 10.%h8 Zh6+ 11.%g7 Hgb6+
12.95f8 +- 8.&g4 Hgl+ 9.&f5 Hgb+ 10.Hf6 Hgb+ 11.EHxf7 Hnedb+ 12.Hf8 Hd7+ 12.. . EHf6+
13.%98 Hg6+ 14.%h7 +- 13.&e8 HNe5! Finally White has some breathing space. 14.. Qb6+ &e2
14..%f4 15.8c4+ S5 16.2d8 +- 15.&d8 Hd6+ 15...d2? 16.Hc2! +- The point of 3. Zbl! in
comparison to 3. Hcl!? 16.&c7 Bd7+ 17.&b8 +- Unblock of b8. The other point of 3.2b1! 1-0

15t Honorable Mention: Var. 3389 Janos Mikitovics

Simple, yet very precise play. A neat knight sacrifice paves the way to victory.
1.&b4! (1.b6? &He8! 2.4d5+ HExd5 3.b7 Hbb+ 4.%b4 Hd7! = (4..2d8?
5.8a6!! Hd7 6.2d6 +-) ) 1...He3 2.b6! ( 2.8c5? Hixb5! =) 2...45c8!
3.0d5+!! Bxd5 3...2d4 4.2a8! Hixb6 5.5xb6 2d6 6.4c4! Bh6 7.2d8+ Bd6
8.Bxd6# 4.b7 HNHe7 5.%ab!! 5.b8=0Q? Hcb+ = 5.2¢3? 2d8 = 5...Hd4+ 6.Fb3
or 6.2¢3 6.%b5? 2d5+ 7.2b6 2d6+ 8.2b5 Ed5+ 9.2b4 Ed4+ 10.%b3 loss
of time 6...Bxd3+ 7.&b2 or 7.%c2 7...2d8! 8.Ha8! 8.8e6+? &d4! =
8...Kd2+ 9.¢&pcl!! Thematic try 9.%c3? Hd3+! 10.%c2 ( 10.%c4 Hd4+
11.&c5 Bd5+ 12.%b6 2d6+ 13.%c7 Hc6+ 14.2d7 Hb6 =) 10...5c6 11.52e8+
&d4 12.2d8+ £Hxd8 13.b8= ed!! 14 b4+ Hd4 15.%e7+ 5! 16.%ch+
Ded 17.%e7+ &f5 positional draw. 9....c6 10.He8+! &d3 11.2d8+ +- 1-0

2" Honorable Mention: Var. 3444 Sergiy Didukh

An amusing concept — white withdraws his pieces only to re-develop them
immediately. It resembles Costeff's Kel/h8 sp. Prize in Humor ty 2004. One
would like to see a final withdrawal to the first rank, as suggested by the
composer, but this line is not unique. The author is a chess blogger, who
occasionally tries his hand in composing.

1.8.c1! 1.0-0-0? &c8 = 1.4c5? €3 2.5b1 Hb7! = 1.8b2? €3 2.2 xa5 exd2+
3.&xd2 He2+ 4.%d1 Lcd 5.4xf6 Hed = 1...e3 2.0bl! 2.56f3? Ab7! =
2...Ee5 Black can try a sacrifice 2...£3¢6 with the idea to profit from White's
intentional underdevelopment 3.2xa6 Hd4 4.8xf6 Hixc2+ 5.%e2 Hdd+ 6.%d3
€2 7.8d2 e1=Q 8.4xel Hxel 9.&xd4 BExbl 10.%e3 Hel+ 11.2f2 +- 3. A b2
Eb5 Another attempt to drop a piece 3...2c¢5 4.4.c3! 5! forces White to find
several precise moves: 5.8 xab Hxab 6.4xa5 f4 7.5a3! &d6 (7...%c6 8.c4
A8 9.5¢2 Axg4 10.0bd+ 2d6 11.d5 +-) 8.c4 £.c8 9..0b5+ &cb 10.4xc7
Axgd 11.8xf4 +- 4.5,nc3! (4.4xf6? Bb4! 5,295 Hxg4 6.4xe3 Hcd = 4.4.d4?
Hb4 5.4xe3 4b7 6.4¢c3 Hcd 7.2d2 H1c6 8.4d5 Hbd 9.40xf6+ eb6 10.c3
Hxf6 =) 4...xb2 4...2c5 5.h5 Deb 6.h6 &f7 7.h7 &g7 8.5e4 Exc2 9.2 xa5
He2+ 10.2d1 BExb2 11.Exa6 +- 5.0-O-O+! The King keeps his promise
5...&eb6 6.&Hxb2 wins, e.g. 6...5H¢c4+ 7.%cl Hieb 8.E2el Hxgd 9.40d1 e2
10.£¢31-0

Special Honorable Mention: Var. 3443 Yochanan Afek

Delicate and aesthetic, presenting a synthesis of two known variations. The
solution ends with an identical anticipated De Feijter study (Kg8/Kg2 Deventer
Dagblad).

1.Eel b4 2.&f7! 2.2a1? b3 3.Hf7 &7 4.Feb &c6 5.%e5 &cs5 -+ 2.b3? Af6 -
+ 2.%d7? Af6 -+ 2..b3 3.&e6 Hd2 4.Halll Logical try: 4.E2dl
(Bf1/Egl/Ehl) &c3! 5.&d5 Axb2 6.%c4 Acl! -+ 4. Q.c3! 5.&d5! Axb2
6.&cd Axal 7.&xb3 Qe5 8.&xa2 draw.

Janos Mikitovics
1St HM IRT 2020

Win 5+3

Sergiy Didukh
2" HM IRT 2020
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15t Commendation: Var. 3440 Yehuda Hoch & Itay Richardson Yehuda Hoch

Lively play leads to a nice domination of the BQ. Unfortunately, this Itay Richardson
domination was already executed in a stunning way by Zhukov, Kh3/Kc8 1% 1St Com IRT 2020
prize Thirizi 2016. Al |
1.fxe7 1.OXF7 £xe3 1.c7+ &xc7 2.4xd4 Hxd8 1...50d6 2.7+ 2.4.f4 £.¢5 3.4.xd6+ / / A
Axd6 A.CT+ AXCT 2..89XCT 2..%xCT 3.0xd4 Wxe? 4.0b6 3.0e6+ ©d7 | % &

7,

4.68=W+ EHxe8 5. 4.xd4 b5+ 6.9a3 Dca+ 7. xcd! a5+ 8.Wadll bxad 904 [ ) ) |

wins as the black queen is dominated. / . / % 7
2" Commendation: Var. 3438 Itay Richardson / ﬁ’i& 'y
The moves 3.Re8! and 6.Nc7+! are worthwhile. » %% /
1..2b5 Eb8 2.9g8=% QA xg8 2...2xg8 3.He7 3.He8!! Kxe8 3...Af7 4.8xb8+

Hxb8 5.0d6 4.f7 AxF7 5.¥xf7 We7 5...He7 6.%xd5+ &b8 (6...2b7 7.%g8+  Win 7+6
Eb8 8.%d5+) 7.%d8+ &b7 8.&d5+ &h6 9.00d6 = 6..)c7+! thematic try: 6.%xe8+ ¥xe8 7.50¢7+
Sh7 8.5xe8 &6 9.%h4 Ah8 -+ 6..Fb7 7.53xe8 ¥xf7 8..)d6+ draw.
34 Commendation: Var. 3387 Michal Hlinka & Lubos Kekely
Black searches for a way to give up his rook for white's two pawns. Clever play by white's knights
prevents him from achieving this goal.
1.2+ 1.50¢3+? £d2 2.0b1+ &d1 = 1..&el 1..2d2 2.50cd+ +- 1..Pe2 2.091+ +- 2.Ke6 We2+!
2...20g8+ 3.&h1! He2 4.4¢c4 ¥xeb 5.fxeb +- 3. BExe2+ Hxe2 4.nf4+ Ge3 5..0e6 Hg8+ 6.%f1! 6.h2?
Ded 7..0¢7 Eh8+ 8.%g3 Hg8+ 9.&f2 Hf8 = 6...%a8 6...5b8 7.f6 +- 7.,nc4+ 7.f6? Hxab 8.f7 Ha8 =
7..Be4 8.f6 Hf5 8...Hxab 9.f7 Ha8 10.0d6+ e 11.5e8 +- 9..34b6 Ha7 9...2h8 10.4¢5 +- 9...Hxab
10.f7 +- 10.&2¢8 Exab 11.f7 and wins 1-0
4t Commendation: Var. 3523 Peter Krug & Mario Garcia
A host of nice combinational ideas not always connected to a coherent picture.
1.g6! with two lines: 1) 1...c2 2.&g7! 2.84xc2? ¥xc6 3.2a4 ( 3.0ef6+ exf6 4.97 f5+ 5.&xh7 ¥g6+ 6.298
&d7 -+) 3...%xa4d 4.7 ¥xed 5.98=Q+ 2d7 6.&xf7 &eb+ 7.&xeb+ Dxeb -+ 2... g4 2...fxgb 3.c7 c1=Q
4.4b5+ ¥d7 5.5ec3! = positional draw 3.£4d6+! 3.5ef6+? exf6 4.4xc2 g5 5.c7 &d7 6.4d3 &xd5
7.gxf7 &g5+ 8.%xh7 ¥c5 9.298 a4 10.4b5+ ( 10.f8=Q ¥xf8+ 11.%xf8 a3! -+ ) 10...&%xb5 11.¢8=Q+
&xc8 12.f8=Q+ &c7! -+ 3...exd6 4.c7 fxgb 4...%xg6+ 5.4xg6 c1=Q 6.L.d3! &g5+ 7.%h8 &e5+ 8.298
#g3+ 9.%h8 = positional draw 5.}3f6+ &e7 6..3d5+! = positional draw
2) 1..¥xc6 2.4 b5! ¥xb5 3..0c7+! 3.g7? Wxd5 4.9g8=Q+ &d7 -+ 3.. L8 4.g7+! 4.6xb5? c2
5.%xh7 (5.gxh7 c1=Q+ -+ ) 5...fxg6 -+ 4...8g8 5..nf6+ exf6 6.,0d5 ¥xd5 = stalemate
5t Commendation: Var. 3524 Mario Garcia & Vladislav Tarasiuk
It would have been better to delete the first 3 moves. Precise play, but not particularly interesting,
except for the accurate choice of a bishop's move on the 9™ turn.
1.f8=Q! 1.b8=Q? Hxb8 2.f8=Q Hixch -+ 1....xf8 2.b8=% ¥xb8+ 3..4xb8 3.&xh8? HExc6 -+ 3...Kh8
4.Q 71 4.8c4? Hd7 5.Fxa7 Hxb8 6.a6 Fd4 7.4d3 Hd7 8.2b7 Hes5+ 9.2b6 Hh6+ -+ 4..0d7 5.&xa7
Axb8 5...Exb8 6.£4e6 2d8 7.4xd7 Exd7+ 8.%b6! &d4 9.a6 = 6.Lb7!! Try: 6.a6? Hc6+! 7.2b6 Ehé
8.a7 Hixa7+! 9.%xa7 HEh7 -+ 6...2d7 6...%d4 7.a6 Hd7 8.a7 = 7.a6 Eh6! 7...5¢5+ 8.%h6 Had+ 9.Dab
= 8.a7! 8.&c7? £b6 -+ 8...0b6 9. A b3!! 9.a8=Q? Hxa8 10.&xa8 Hh8+! 11.&b7 Bh7 -+ 9.8a2? &d4
10.a8=Q ©Hxa8 11.%xa8 Bab+ -+ 9.28.d5/h5 &d4! 10.4f3 &c5! 11.a8=Q Hxa8 12.%xa8 &h6 -+ 9...&d4
10.a8=Q Hxa8 11.Hxa8 Fch 12.&a7! draw 12.4.c2? Zh6! -+

Itay Richardson M. Hlinka L. Kekely P.Krug M. Garcia M. Garcia V.Tarasiuk
2" Com IRT 2020 3 Com IRT 2020 4" Com IRT 2020 5th Com IRT 2020
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6" Commendation: Var. 3527 Yehuda Hoch Yehuda Hoch
Short and sweet. 6t Com IRT 2020
1.Hab6+ &g5 1...e6 2.Raxe6+ &xh7 3.Exc3 h1=Q+ 4.%hb8 &g7 5.Ec7+ &f8
6.5a6 ¥l 7.8f6+ ®e8 8.8h6 %d4 9.2h8+ 2.8Bh6!! &xh6 3.Bh3+!! ¥xh3
4.h8=¥%+ 1-0

Special Commendation: Var. Michael Pasman

Inventive play, and a sort of 'task’, in which white sacrifices his entire army.
Yet, an overcrowded starting position, brutal play full of captures, and an
anticipation by Kubbel (Kh4/Kf5, 1917) to the Re5+ motive, were against a
higher grading. -
1Wxg7+ 1.5d3+? 4xd3 2.4xg7+ ©d5! 1..0xg7 1..5d5 2.c4+ &xcd WIN 5*5
3.Bxad+ +- 2.0d3+! 2.He8+? Heb 3.Hd3+ ( 3.0xc6+ 2d5! 4.0b4+ &cd ) .

3...0xd3 4.5xc6+ Bd5! 5.5b4+ Fcdl 2. Eixd3+ 2...4xd3 3.5xco+ dxcs ( Michael Pasman
3., 5d5 4.0b4+ Bed 5.cxd3+ ) 4.cA+ eb 5.He8+ &xF7 6. Exel 3.oxd3 Qed+! b Com IRT 2020
3...%d2 4.f8=Q +- %xd3+ 5.%f2 &d2+ 6.5e2 +- 4. 94!l Try : 4.dxed? &xed+
5.9f2 Wha+ 6.%fl Wh3+ 7.%e2 g2+ = perpetual check 4...&f2! 4.. . Af5+
5.0xf5 We2+ 6.%h3! Hixf5 (6...0e6 7.5e8! &d5 8.Exe6 Wh5+ 9.0h4 wxf7
10.2f6 ) 7.2e8+! Hce7! 8.Hxe7+! Hxe7 9.c4+! &e6 10.f8=Q &xd3+ 11.%g4
Wed+ 12.%f4 g2+ 13.%g3 +-) (4...%d2 5.5 e8+ £e6 6.Exeb+ dxeb 7..xc6+
Axc6 8.Hel is the same as the main line 5.He8+! 5.f8= g2+ 6.%h4 ¥h2+
= 5.LXc6+ dxc6 6.2e8+ He6 7.c4+ wxh2 8.f8=% ¥g2+ = 5..40e7 5..50e6 [V ZY
6.5 xe6+! dxe6 7.5%xc6+ 6.Exe7+ LHHe6 7.2 xe6+! dxe6 8.5c6+!! Q.xc6 Wwin 11+12

8...2d5 9.5e7+ %5 10.8a3+ +- 9. Hel+!! 9.c4+ &xb2 10.Hel+ &d4 11.f8=% Wg2+ 12.%h4 &h2+
=9..&d59...%xel 10.c4+ &c3 11.4xc3# 10.f8=®! 10.2e5+ &xe5 11.f8=% g2+ 12.%h4 ¥h2+
= 10...&xf8 10...%xel 11.%f4 +- 11.2e5+!! dxe5 11...&xe5 12.c4# 12.c4+ &d6 13. Qa3+ &d7
14. O xf8 &e8 15.n7 Hxf8 16.n8=+ 1-0

Israel Ring Tourney: Selfmates 2019-2020

Judge: Gennady Kozyura, International Judge (Ukraine), February 2021
The competition included 26 problems from 13 problem experts from the following countries:
Germany, Israel, Russia, Slovenia, Ukraine. | checked all the problems for correctness using the
Gustav 4.0c program in the Bruto Force mode.

Problem No. 3229 is carried over to the next cycle, since the judge is the co-author. No. 3280: the
lack of an answer to the check in a two-move, without proper content, is a big drawback. No. 3282:
it is necessary to finalize and make two full-fledged versions with model mats.

In general, the competition must be considered good; the prize problems have a chance to get into
the FIDE album. | would like to thank the editors who entrusted me to judge this competition. The
compositions were created to give joy to people! It was nice to award good problems!

I. Selfmates in 2 to 4 moves Mark Erenburg

1- 2nd Prlze IRT 2019 20
1-2" Prize: Var.3408 Mark Erenburg.
Cyclic theme of Svoboda (Zilahi) performed for the first time! If it were not
for the roughness in the latter variant, then the task would be the sole leader.
I would like to note the author's desire for new ideas.
1..ne6! - zz
1...AXc7 2.5Hxc7(A) d3 3.%a2+ Hxa2#(B);
1...d3 2.Exb4+(B) &xb4 3.5d2+ exd2#(C);
1...4b6 2.Exd4+ Axd4 3.5Hxe3+(C) Axe3#(A)




1-2" Prize: Var.3475 Andrey Selivanov. Andrey Selivanov

Another historic record! Pickaninny with the playing of the royal battery. And 1-2nd Prize IRT 2019-20

in total there are six model mates (!), including the try.

1.%b6 ? zz.1...bxc6 2.c8=4 2z Dxeb 3.%Wxcb + AXc6# 2...c5 3. a5 Sxeb#
but 1...bxa6 !

1.Be8 ! 2z 1..&xc6 2.&xb7 + &d7 3.&d5 + Lxd5#

1...b5 2.66 zz Hxc6 3.%d6 + Dxd6# 1...b6 2.%d4 + Hxc6 3.%d7 + Hxd7#

1...bxc6 2.%a5 + c5 3.5eb Hxeb# 1..bxab 2.b5 + axb5 3.Hc5 + &xch5#

3 Prize: Var. 3353 Hartmut Laue.

A pleasant task: block with alternating second white moves as well as mates.  gx3y 15+7
1..f6 a 2.%c4+ A bxcd 3.24.xe6 c3# 1...fxg6 b 2.24.xe6 B g5 3.%e3+ fxe3#
1.805! zz. Hartmut Laue

1.6 a 2.xe6 B fxg5 3.&e3+ fxe3# 1...fxg6 b 2.&c4+A bxcd 3.0xe6 c3# 3rd Prize 'RT 2019 20

15t Honorable Mention: Var.3352 Anatoly Styopochkin.

White's 2" moves in pairs become mating. According to the author, there is
SOFT here, but there are clearly not enough points uniting the phases for this.
1.%e2 ! [2.5xb3+ A cxb3 3.%b5+ Axb5#]

1..5d3 2.%f2+ Hxf2 3.0xb3+ A cxb3# 1...4xcl 2.%xc4+ B &xcd 3.axb3+
&c5# 1...Bxb7 2.8xc6+ &xc6 3.&xcd+ B Axca#

2" Honorable Mention: Var.3554 Valery Kopyl.

SH3* 11+9

Cyclic shift of moves. Two model mates and not the best first move. ]
1.f8=%!zz 1...dxc6(A) 2.%e8 Hxa2(B) 3.2a8+ &h5 4.%e2+ HExe2(C)# Anatoly Styopochkin
1...Hxa2(B) 2.2a8+ &b5 3.%ffl+ He2+(C) 4.22d5 dxc6(A)# 1“ H|V| IRT 2019-20

3" Honorable Mention: Var.3228 Alexandr Pankratiev.
Feldman's theme.

1.Hc2!zz 1...20b4~2.5e7 A+ Bxe7# 1...£¢6 1 2.4f7 B + Exf7#
1...50¢4~ 2.7 B + Bxf7# 1...20d6! 2.0e7 A + ExeT#

15t Commendation: Var.3407 Anatoly Styopochkin.

According to the author, here is SOFT (selfmate of the future), but in my
opinion there are not enough points uniting the first phase.
1.Af71[2.8b4 ~3.%d4 + &xd4#] 1..HExh5 2.e8=% ~ 3.%e3 + A xe3#
1..Bxf7 2.8c4 + &d5 3.%ed + Axed# 1..8h8 2.50f6 ~ 3.0e4 + Axed#

2nd Commendation: Var.3476 Frank Richter.

It remains to be regretted that the second pair of variantations in this task clearly failed.
1.%e3! (2.2e5+ Hxeb 3.%f4+ Hxfa#) 1..Heb 2.%xf3+ H,gxf3 3. 84+ Dxfa#
1...8D05 2.5g7+ &f6 3.e8=H+ Axe8# 1..c5 2.4f7! ~ 3.8496+ hxg6#

Valery Kopyl Alexandr Pankratiev ~ Anatoly Styopochkin Frank Richter
2" HM IRT 2019-20 3rd HM IRT 2019 20 1St Com IRT 2019 20 2" Com IRT 2019-20
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3rd Commendation: Var.3281Beni Priel. Beni Priel

1.4Db4![2.5097 + Axg7 3.%e5 + Axeb#] 3 Com IRT 2019 20
1...cxd6 2.cxd5 + &7 3.0xh6 + Axh6# 1...exd6 2.496 ~ 3.&e5 + dxe5# » %7

1 ¢
I1. Selfmates in 5 or more moves %/ ZI

1-2" Prize: Var.3477Andrey Selivanov.
Locking the bishop in two different ways, according to Klasinc and by the
obstruction method, leads to two static echo-mats with zugzwang on the / /

mating move. The tries make this problem difficult to solve. » / ,/Q
1..4b1 2.5f4+ Axed 3.&%e8+ &c5 4.b4+! ch3 e.p.5.£d3+ Axd3+ 6.&b5+ / =
Axb5#; S#3 11+11

1.%a3? zz 1...4b1 2.55f4+ Axed 3.%ad+ &c5 4.b4+! cb3 e.p.5.Hd3+ Axd3+ 6. b5+ Axb5#;

but 1...4b3!

1.Bh7? 2z 1...4b3 2.8d6+ &c5 3.0ad+! Axad 4.b4+! cb3 e.p.5.Bc6+ Fxc6 6.4b2! (zz) Ab5#; but
1..4b1!

1LEf7!zz 1..4b1 2.5f4+ Axed 3.8f6+ Bc7 4.5Ha8+! Axa8 5.5He6+ &b 6.e4 (zz) AbT#;

1..4b3 2.2d6+ &c5 3.Ha4+! Axad 4.b4+! cb3 e.p.5.Hc6+ &xcb 6. 402! zz Ab5#

1-2" Prize: Var.3558 Ivan Soroka.

Logical style challenge with new fresh motives, two main plans, pendulum maneuvers and returns of
white pieces.

1st main plan 1.&xd3+ &Hxd3# fails because of 1... £.xd3! 2nd main plan 1.&e6+ &ed 2.&xc6+
Hxc6# fails because of 2... £.d5!

1.B2h3! [~2.8xd3+ 4xd3 3.%xd3+ Hixd3#] La2 (b3) 2. %e6+ Fed 3.He3+ &f4 4. Exd3+ Fed 5.He3+
&f4  6.2Eh3+ &Hed.7.%4f5+ Sd5.Switchback of white Queen.8.2h2! [~9.Dxd3+ &Hxd3#]
fcd.Switchback of white Rook. Initial position repeated but without b.Pd3. 9.2d2+ &d3 10.2d1!! ~
[10... cxd1=&/4 11.¥xd3+ Hxd3#]. Line c1-h6 is opened for white Bishop that controls squares e3
and 4. 11.%e6+ Fed 12.¥xc6+ HXCOo#

3" Prize: Var.3480 Anatoly Styopochkin.

This is also a good problem. But the trouble is, after the 9" move, there are two threats: 10.Rb3 Bb3
11.Qb3 Sh3 #, and 10.Qc4 Kc4 11.Be2 Se2 #, and Black's moves only differentiate them.

1.%c4+? Sxcd 2.8e2+ Hcb!

1.8b8! [2.Hxb3+ Axb3 3.%xb3+ Hxb3#] 1...4b1 2.8b4 [3.%xb3+] 2...4a2 3.8a3 Abl 4. %ed+ &cd
5.82b4+ &c5 6.8b5+ &cd 7.%d5+ 2d3 8.4b4! (8.%c4+? Hxcd 2.4e2+ Hxe2+ 10.2d2!) 8...Q0a2
9.4d2 4b1 10.%c4+! &xcd 11.8e2+ Hxe2#

15t Honorable Mention: Var.3283 Anatoly Styopochkin.

Nice logical problem with minor promotion and gain of tempo.

1.e4+? dxe3 (e.p.) #?

1.&d6! Hed 2.c7 Hf5 3.c8=H! He4 4. 897 &f5 5.&d5 &6 6.%Wh6+ &f5 7.&f6+ Hxf6 8.2c6+ &f5
9.e4+ dxe3 (e.p.) #

Andrey Selivanov Ivan Soroka Anatoly Stepochkin  Anatoly Styopochkin
1- 2”d Prlze IRT 2019 20 1-2m Prize IRT 2019-20  3“Prize IRT 2019-20 1% HM IRT 2019-20
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2-3"4 Honorable Mention: Var.3355 Udo Degener.

An “engraving” (not more than 10 pieces on the board) with an unexpected
solution.  Set: 1...hxg3#

1.¥b1! hxg3+ 2.%g1 @h4/h5 3.&h7+ &g4 4. 2h2! gxh2+ 5.&h1 &g3
6.2h5! g4 7.%h8! gxh3 8.%4d4! hxg2#

2-3"4 Honorable Mention: Var.3284 Anatoly Styopochkin.

This problem is similar to the previous one, but the solution is longer, and
there are more pieces.

Set: 1...exf2#

1.8.b3! &d3 2.%f3 &d4 3.4xe3+ d3 4.4f2 Hxed 5.%hl ©d3 6.%413 e4
7414 De2 8.%xed Del(fl) 9.4d2+ & ~ 10.%g2+ hxg2#

15t Commendation: Var.3478 Anatoly Styopochkin.
1.d8=4! &h5 2.%h4+ &g6 3.98=+ f5 4.4hg3 Ped 5.4h6 &f5 6.297
Hed 7.8 L5 8.%8g4+ Hf6 9.4d8+ HExds#

2" Commendation: Var.3354 Stanislav VVokal.
1.4d3?,1.8e2?, 1.4f1?7 1. Q.a6! Hf1(Hf3) 2.&d8+ Ac7 3. %d2+ Hixd2
4.He5+ Axe5 5.b4+! axb3 e.p. #!

I marked the problems with special distinctions separately:

15t Sp. Honorable Mention: Var.3556 Viktor Yuziuk.

Changing the functions of black’s queen and rook.

a) 1.oHxch+ &b4 2.%d2+ Ha3 3.8 c3+ B4 4. 885+ Hxab 5.2a3+ b6
6. a5+ ®a7 7.%xa6+ b8 8.%h6+ b7 9. % c7+ Wxc7#

b) 1.5xc5+ b4 2. b1+ Pa3 3. %al+ &bd 4. 8bl+ &xcd 5.%a2+ &3
6.8cl+ &b4 7.Hcd+ &b5 8.%h3+ Hb4 9.0e6+ HExd5#

2" Sp. Honorable Mention: Var.3557 Anatoly Styopochkin. AUW.
1.¥b6! &e7 2.d8=%+ &f7 3.%g5! He8 4.%bd8+ &f7 5.g8=K! &eb
6.8.094+ Sf7 7.%4f5+ K6 8.He8 HExf5 9.4h5+ Hxh5#

1.98=! &f8 2.d8=%+ Hf7 3.&dd6 Le8 4.Hh8 &f7 5.0e7 De8 6.%c8+
&f7 7.%cd7 &f8 8.&f4+ 26 9.%h6+ Hxh6#

1.d8=£.! %e8 2.%ad6 Hf7 3.%h8 De8 4.9g8=0+ Hf7 5.2g7+ He8 6.%d5
&f8 7.5f7+ 2e8 8.8h7 &8 9.%g8+ HExg8#

34 Sp. Honorable Mention: Var.3479 Frank Richter.

Udo Degener
2-3" HM IRT 2019-20
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S#H8* 6+3
Anatoly Styopochkin
2-31 HM IRT/2019/—20

S#10 7+4

Anatoly Styopochkin
15 Com IRT 2019-20
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The effects in the first twin pointed out by the author are random. If they were clearly repeated in

two solutions, then the task would have been place higher.

a) 1.%h7! b8 2.e8=t+ &7 3.f8=&+ Bf7 4.%h2+ K4 5.%96 Sd7 6.4c6+ 7 7.%gf7+ Sxc6

8.%c2+ Hcd 9. %ad+ Exad#

b) 1.&h4! &b8 2.e8=%+ &c7 3.&cd+ Dd6 4.f8=+ He7 5.%ad Heb 6.%h8+ Hc7 7.%ch3! &d4

8.4+ &cb 9.%Wa7+ Exar#

Stanislav Vokal Victor Yuziuk

Anatoly Styopochkin

Frank Richter

2" Com IRT 2019-20 1% Sp.HM IRT 2019-20 2" Sp.HM IRT 2019-20 3" Sp HM IRT 2019-20
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Israel Ring Tourney: Helpmates in 2 to 3 moves 2019
Judge: Ricardo de Mattos Vieira, Rio de Janeiro, January 2021

I was very grateful and honored when | was invited by Michael Grushko and Paz Einat to judge the
h#2/2.5/ 3 section of Variantim 2019. Forty-three originals (22 h#2, 7 h#2.5 and 14 h#3) were
eligible to take part in the informal tourney. The general level is good and some very interesting
ideas were presented by the authors, whom | congratulate.

First I would like to draw some considerations about some entries that did not make it into the award:
Var. 3221 (Onkoud): Two pairs of solutions connected by squares d3 / f3. Mating white pawns that
are useless in one solution, choice of the blocking piece at e4 based uniquely on the bS and some
symmetry in one pair of solutions detract from quality.

Var. 3262 (Witztum & Navon): Twinning involving a mating piece is a flaw but even worse is the
unpleasant (and even artificial) use given to wR in (b).

Var. 3266 (Navon): 2.Se3 is a block and bRe2 is useless in this solution (accidental interference).

3267 (Gorbatenko): An important feature of this helpmate is the way the moving bQ relates to the
passive WR / wB. It is a pity that this does not occur homogeneously: since 1.Q:e2 is a block, wRe2
and bPf3 may be replaced by wPf3.

Var. 3272 (Gershinski & Pankratiev): Were the pins achieved during the solutions, the white play
would be improved substantially.

Var. 3328 (Navon): A single white piece should replace the pair of wPs as they remain useless in
one solution each and present lack of unity when moving (1...e6 — line opening; 1...g5 — line closing),
not to say the accidental interference over the bQ (1...e6).

Var. 3331 (Yuzyuk): bK star and wQ cross. A wP mates in one solution (the single white move not
played by the wQ) and is completely useless in the other three.

Var. 3332 (Dragoun): Quality versus quantity. Does the third pair of solutions
(1.Kd5 / 1.K:f5) add or affect negatively the content of the helpmate?

Var. 3335 (Drazkowski): bRc1 may be removed and bBf4 is merely a bP.

Var. 3336 (Labai): The third solution with double check mate is not connected

Jean Haymann
1% Prize IRT 2019

‘P
%;////

to the other two and the pinned bS (that avoid cooks) is an incorrect attempt to
justify the presence of the wR in one of the solutions.

Var. 3338 (Witztum): The bQ’s line is opened intentionally by the wR, but
unfortunately just accidentally by the wS. It seems that the whole content may
be achieved in a h#2.

I propose the following award:

1%t Prize: Var. 3264 Jean Haymann

Change of pins with reciprocal play between three pairs of pieces. From time to
time we come across strategies that are fake and pieces that are just weasels.
Here, seemingly artificial interferences at B1 prove to be essential for the
presentation of the idea and are a positive surprise.

a) 1.%e5 Bg5 + 2.%f5 Ag7# b) 1.%d5 Qa2 + 2.Hc4 Ba5#

2" Prize: Var. 3275 Misha Shapiro, Gady Costeff, Ofer Comay

Each single move, either black or white, adds some content to the solution:
capture for line opening, self-pin, indirect unpin and minor promotions with
dual avoidance. The reason for the white minor promotions is the icing on the
cake.

1.5%e6 + fxg8=4. 2.5f8 Axd5 3.c1=4 4 h3#

1.55%g6 + fxg8=K 2./Hf8 Exg4 3.c1=E Hd4#
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3rd Prize: Var. 3270 Paz Einat Paz Einat

It is extremely interesting the way the wK relates to the wP (eliminating the 3rd Prize IRT 2019

masking black pawns of the white battery they fire) and to the bK (moving along
the battery in opposite direction).
1.8el &xg5 2.fxe3 &f4 3.e2 Ded# 1.493 exfd 2.Fe3 fxg5 3.&f4 g6#

4™ Prize: Var. 3337 Vitaly Medintsev

The pin of the wQ in the diagram position is responsible for nice active Zilahi
sacrifices followed by line opening for this very wQ.

1...4h5 2.gxh5 ¥d6 + 3.%e2 Hed# 1..Hh4 2.gxh4 &d2 + 3.cd 4d54

5% Prize: Var. 3268 Christer Jonsson, Ofer Comay, Rolf Wiehagen
The bB and bR move to open white lines, leading to unpinning white

Grimshaws. Since these black pieces leave the squares where the wSs will mate, \ﬂtaly Medintsev
they must present Grinshaw interferences after hideaways with critical 4" Prize IRT 2019

capturing (Zilahi) moves (antidual choice of moves). All in a lightweight /Q_///%/fé

setting. |

a) 1.&xe3! (1.2~?) Eb5 2.5d4 £1c5# b) 1.Exed! (~?) £b5 2.0d4 Hed# // 1,,/ // 18
/ >

Special Prize: Var. 3265 Jean Haymann "7 / / /

When a theme from a different stipulation is brought to helpmates, incasesome | 7 &/ Q. ﬁ

adaptation is needed, it must be applied to the theme, not to the basic » 7, / Z

characteristics of the helpmate stipulation. |1 have seen many helpmates |/Z_ 7/,

presenting the Goethart theme but in at least one solution (and sometimes in  H#2.5 2_1_1,_ 6+12

both) no role is given to the white pinning piece, an attempt to turn this terrible

flaw into an acceptable aspect in helpmates. Here, the author managed to present the Goethart theme
(and a pseudo form, where the indirect unpin by White does not occur on the mating move) in such
a way that the white pinning piece (wRh4), although useless in the mating positions, somehow
affects the solutions.

1.Bf3 &Hf4 2.%e6 Qe3# 1.8f5 &d2 2.%d5 + A.d4#

15t Honorable Mention: Var. 3333 Menachem Witztum

Very good interplay in a cyclic (wPc2 / wS / wQ) presentation: W1 and B2 eliminate flights that
appear (or would appear) after W1 and W2. Unfortunately, (i) the interesting try 1.d1=R 2.Rd3 ¢3+
3.R:c3! has no correspondence in the other solutions (1.b:c5 2.c4 Sc2??? and 1.Bf6 2.B:e5 Qa7???)
and (ii) the black play is not explored as it should. | suggest diagram A for comparison.

1.d1=E cxb3 2.8d3 &Hc2# 1.bxch Hgd 2.c4 Fa7#  1.4f6 ¥xg6 2.4xe5 c3#

2" Honorable Mention: Var. 3329 Emanuel Navon

Very good interplay characterized by anticipatory line closing (B1) followed by guard (W1) of a
flight that will still be created at B2. The twinning involving a mating piece is a drawback.
1.55g3 (~?) £8f7 2.8xd4 He5# 1.4b3 (~?) Bad (Hd2?) 2.4xd6 c7#

Jonsson Comay
Wiehagen Jean Haymann Menachem Witztum Emanuel Navon
5m rize IRT 2019 Sp. Prize IRT 2019 1*HM IRT 2019 2" HM IRT 2019
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34 Honorable Mention: Var. 3345 Misha Shapiro

Two solutions show bicolored Turton moves connected by square g3 with
additional black tempo maneuvers. The twinning is unpleasant mainly because
it involves a double modification (a piece is removed and another is moved,
although someone may consider simply a move with a capture).

a) 1.Hxg3 Bf3 2.8h3 Exc3 3.2d3 Bc4#

b) 1.4xg3 Af4 2.4h2 Axc7 3.4e5 Ab6#

4™ Honorable Mention: Var. 3334 Daniel Papack

Annihilation of white pieces for line opening followed by withdrawal moves
for Grinshaw interferences combined with annihilation of black pieces to
eliminate control over the mating squares. Reciprocal play between two pairs
of pieces. Harmonious. 1.E2xg5 £xh2 2,85 ¥gd# 1.8xg4 Axh6 2.4 5 &g5#
5% Honorable Mention: Var. 3327 Emanuel Navon

Interesting idea that needs to be improved. It is a pity that only one solution
(1.Sc:d5) presents dual avoidance effect at W1. In addition, W1 is determined
by bSc3 in both solutions, never by bSf6.

1.5¢cxd5 Wxf7 (%d8?) 2.0b6 Abl# 1..05fxd5 &d8 2.5e3 Hfa#

15t Commendation: Var. 3326 Vladislav Nefyodov, Vitaly Medintsev

In my opinion the lack of homogeneity in the departure effect at B1 (unguard
twice and line opening once) is compensated by the common concern when
choosing the arrival square (avoiding interfering with the mating piece).
Anyway this entry seems to me 3 single phase h#2 that are shown in the same
diagram since the solutions are presented by three different groups of pieces.
1.8f2 (A4h2?) BEhl 2.%xd4 Bhd# 1.Hg8 (2g6?) Ah5 2.%xd5 Axfr# 1.b5
(b6?) Bab 2.%xc5 Ecb#

2nd Commendation: Var. 3342 Daniel Papack
White must carefully choose which rook to move after a bS has begun its way
to 2. White switchback is complemented by a wK’s move unfortunately with
different motivations (guard / tempo).

1.5%c3 Exf2+ (BExd2+?) 2.&xd1 &h2 3.5e2 Bfl#

1.5xf4 BExd2+ (Exf2+?) 2.&xfl $bl 3.5e2 Hdl#

3rd Commendation: Var. 3330 Shaul Shamir

Misha Shapiro
3 HM IRT 2019
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One of two controls over the mating battery is eliminated by Black. The other is neutralized by an
absolutely correct double motivated W1. The idea ends with battery mates with dual avoidance only
at W2, although the white line that might be closed by the wrong move of the wP is created at W1.
1.%c5 Qeb 2.%a3 d3# (d4?) 1.Hab6 Hf3 2.8a3 d4# (d3?)
4™ Commendation: Var. 3218 Ehud Goldberg & Paz Einat (version D. Papack)
Black Pelle moves for sacrifice and interference are played in reverse order and are combined with
wK’s moves that fire indirect & direct batteries.
a) 1.4d5 &xd5 2.52e3 &xd6# b) 1.5e3 xe3 2.84.d5 Dxf2#

Vladislav Nefyodov,
Vitaly Medintsev
18 Com IRT 2019

E. Goldberg P. Einat
(version D. Papack)
4" Com IRT 2019
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5t Commendation: Var. 3225 Abdelaziz Onkoud

Annihilations for line opening with switchback are well combined with mates by active wPs.
Twinning involving a thematic piece is unpleasant.

a) 1.8xe6 4h6 2.4f5 Axgb 3.Wf3 + gxf3# b) 1..xf6 HExf7 2.0d5 Hf3 3.%d3 exd3#

6" Commendation: Var. 3344 Mykola Kolesnik, Roman Zalokotsky

Complete ODT. Were the captures of the black pieces essential not just accidental, the value of this
helpmate would increase a lot.

1.4f5 Hxe8 2.84096 Hh3 + 3.5 Ac8# 1.Heb Axc8 2.8d5 He2 + 3.eb He8#

7t Commendation: Var. 3346 Misha Shapiro

Curious solutions with triangular trips by the black pieces, white moves in reverse order, tempo
maneuvers and. .. the bK in check in the diagram position.

1.%g4! (¥&xg3?) &f3 (a) 2.%g3! (&h4?) e4 (b) 3.2&h4! Hf5#

1. 25! (&f4?) ed+ (b) 2.2f4! (2g5?) Ef3+ (a) 3.2g5! Hf5#

Syzonenko: 1.d5? Hc4+? 2.dxc4/d4; 1.8xe3? Hxg3+ 2.Txg3; 1.&f3? Af5+ 2.&xf5

1.dxe6 Axe6 2.%f3 Tcd # 1.bxc3 Exc3 2.d5 Sxg3 # 1.gxh2 Hixh2 2.8 xe3 A5 #

Mykola Kolesnik Viktor Syzonenko
Abdelaziz Onkoud Roman Zalokotsky Misha Shapiro 2" Prize
5t Com IRT 2019 6" Com IRT 2019 7' Com IRT 2019 3“’ FRME T 2017
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Correction: Israel Ring Tourney: Three-movers 2018-2019
Erik Zierke (through Daniel Papack) sent us a predecessor for the 3@ Honorable Mention problems
by Yosi Retter. Judge, Jiri Jelinek, wrote the following response: “The scheme of both problems is
same, but there are some differences: quiet threat and different mates in solution in Retter’s three-
mover, number of all pieces is lower: 19. | think that the problem enriches the known scheme and
has the right to exist, but not to be awarded. To my regret, | have to withdraw it from my award.
Mlynka’s 4th HM will get 3rd HM. Otherwise the award will remain unchanged.”

Yosi Retter Stefan Sovik,
Cancelled 3 HM 41 Prize
IRT 2018-19 Chess Club LudW|shafen 100 Years 2012-13
///f Wt | ////
// i /// %/@E ;
/;/ﬁ/ﬁ/ / /ﬁ/
w3 1148 43 12+10
1. Bxf5a2.50d3+ A 1..4xf5b2.0f3+B 1..4xf55 a2.50f3+ A 1..HExf5b 2.5d3+ B
1. ¥ xh7! [2.%xf7] 1.¥h7! [2.%c7+ Wxc7 3.8e6#]
1..Bxf5a2.5f3+ B 1..4xf5b 20d3+ A 1..4xf5a2.50d3+ B 1..Bxf5 b 2.0f3+ A

1...5xf6 2. %e7+
13



Israel Ring Tourney: Moremovers 2018-2020

Judge: Gerhard E. Schoen (D-Leuchtenberg), International FIDE Judge

This award is dedicated to Yoav Ben-Zvi, who died on Dec. 31% 2020, a problem friend with an
extraordinary personality. During his work as my judge for the 3#-section of “Problem-Forum” in
2014/15 1 got to know his profound knowledge in chess problem theory joined with a gentle mind
in his correspondence.

During the period of 2018 to 2020 a total of 8 moremovers was published in Variantim. To specify
the order of these problems was more difficult than expected: none of the compositions had to be
eliminated as being “weak” or “simple” stuff. Therefore a “thanks!” to the editor and of course to
the composers.

Prize: Var. 3436 Valery Shavyrin

Definitely the best problem in this three-year period! The core moves Re6 and Rd4 form the
framework of the thematic content. The defences of the bB allow nevertheless vice versa usage of
the corresponding wR s threats. It can be discussed that the “Rudenko Paradox” is just a subset of
the extended definition of the “Keller-Paradox”. Therefore, the thematic core moves of the wR fulfil
in both variations the consistent form and paradox ideas used. From the observer’s view the
surprising key, the doubled distant and close blocks, all together combined in an attractive position
representing a worthy winner. 1.He6 (A)+? 1...&xe6!(a) 1.2d4?(B) 1...&xd4! (b)

1.Bh6! [2.f4+ Ded 3.Eeb (A)+ xf4 4.52d4 (B)#

1..Ac5! 2.8d4! (B) Axd4 3.f4+ Hed 4. Ad3# 2...xd4 3. 84+ Deb/Hed 4. B fed#

1. A7 2.Heb+ Axeb6 3.5xg6+ 5 4.94# 1 2...xe6 3.Exe3+ Hed 4.Rexed#

15t Honorable mention: Var.3318 Michael Pasman

A logical problem with a hidden main plan of the white line-pieces. To prevent the queening of the
pawn and avoid the black checks and defences of the new Queen White has to close four lines or
diagonals. Nevertheless, the observer can’t ignore the facts that both wS are making each just one
move and are captured at once. Finally the only strong try 1.Bb3? is simply defeated by 1....d5!
1.d4! [2.6c7 3.88#] 1...bxab 2.d5! (3.Heb#) cxd5 3.8.a4! (4.4d7 5.893,h4 6.5e6#) a2 4.5¢3!
(5.2xd5#) Axc3 5.4d7! al=% 6.494 and 7.Z2eb#

2" Honorable mention: Var.3437 Steven B. Dowd
A good example of an old-fashioned Nowotny maneuver with delayed exploitation of the
intersection e4. The logical navigation of the black Ra5 and Bc2 to the square e4 is well hidden.
The sacrifice of the white Queen and the threat of a “Mate in 1” of this key are surprising, but
finally a bittoo loud.  1.Qg6! (2.%xc2#) £4xg6 2.2h8 Exe5 3.5e4! Axed 4.Eh1+! Axhl
5.0a4#; 3...Bxed 4.Qad4+! Exad 5.Ehl#
Commendation: Var.3211 Evgeni Bourd
An active black Queen and a more active King combined with fine battery-play. The variations
with the same stra-tegic play and flight of the blK to both sides of the board are well constructed
and underline the spacious play of the wRb5. The other wRh5 annoyingly withdraws from the play
after the key. 1.Hxh6! [2.8d6#] 1...%xb2 2.2e7+ &c4 3.Hch+ @xb4 4.2c8+ Fab 5.2a8#

1. %xf2 2.2d6+ Ped 3.He5+ &xf4 4.8e7+ &gl 5.8xg7#

Valery Shavyrin Michael Pasman Steven B.Dowd Evgeni Bourd

1% Prize IRT 2018-20 15f HM IRT 2018-20 2" HM IRT 2018-20 Com IRT 2018 20
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Israeli Successes Abroad — Emanuel Navon
7722 281pY — 272 DI0RN DR
emanuel.navon@gmail.com %x manxa ammneEi Nk mewh 2°wpann ovannn
A. Leonid Makaronez B. Menachem Witztum  C. Menachem Witztum D.

2" Prize Ricardo d.m. Vieira Emanuel Navon Emanuel Navon
MK Popandoppulo 100 3 Prize 15t HM SuperProblem 2" Prize
2021 StrateGems 2019 TT246 2020 TT FRME 2020
/%7§%%@§ ,///////% H
7 / / W 15t )
@ %7/// A= %%@
,/1/ / / ) g o,
o Em B P EIEE | E W
/ 0, / _ . = 0.
% 2.8 7
#4 10+10 H#2 b) a5 2 6+6 H#2 2.1.1.1 8+12 H#3* 5+11
Leonid’s A shows subtle line opening play enabling the queen mates. Note the  E. Emanuel Navon
parallel switchback 3...&c5 4.%d6# (threat) and &xd5 4.%e3# after 1...25h3. Sp. HM

The marvelous variation 1...21h3 2.8.c4 also shows line opening after 2...dxc4 TT FRME 2020
1.0e2 ! [2.8xg3 + &d4 3.0f5 + AXF5 4.%e3# 3...&c5 4.%d6#] ’ ’
1..81h3 2.8c4 [3.Bxd5#] 2...dxc4 3.%d4 + &Hf4 4.%d6# 2..Bxh7 3.2xd5 +
3.6 4.%xgh# 1..25h3 (Exh7) 2.%xg5 + &d4 3.Hxd5 + Axd5 4.%e3#
2..8f5 3.%xf5 + &d4 4.2 &xd5#

Judge Vladislav Nefyodov wrote on the lightweight B by the Israeli/Brazilian
duo: “The BQ self-blocks twice (self-blocks with Bishops are not possible).
White makes two ambush moves. Good dual avoidance.” The anticipatory self-
interferences involving the dual-avoidance are also notable.

a) 1.8e2 (Le3?) Hab 2.%e5 Hho# b) 1.4e3 (Le2?) Ac7 2.%eb6 ga#

In C The theme was: Dual avoidance in the first black move. “The bSs open the

H#3* LT+

F. Emanuel Navon

line of the blocking black pieces with anti-dual choice of moves that avoids 2" Prize TT 251
different negative effects. Ambushes battery mates.” (Judge Ricardo Vieira). SuerPrOblem 2021

W TER O
o ar-
‘"

Note that BSe5 can move to 1 of 5 available squares and BSh4 to 1 or 4!
1.d7 (~?) Eh6 2.4.d4 dxc7# 1.£a2 (~?) BEb2 2.5d4 b6#

The following 5 problems present the Chumakov theme in different forms. ) )
D&E’s theme: In set play, two or three black officers (not pawns) are captured. (& 7, /@
In the solution the same officers are used to block squares around the black . / / K
king. D performs the theme with 3 thematic pieces. Judge Ladislav Packa / % %ﬁ
added: “The non-thematic additions of the composition are model mates, the [& 7,7
white bishop and king playing on the same squares d6 and e7 and the exchange H#3 b)@m_)eg 3+13
of functions of the pawn f5 and bishop.”

1..%xd6 2.g4 &xe7 3.4h6 Axe5# 1.I2h6 4d6 2.5096 Le7 3.0f7 f6#

In E Special HM was given a problem due to a technical defect, which has since been fixed. The pair of
thematic knights is joined by the nonthematic, but analogical sacrifice of the bishop (judge). Note how
the active set play sacrifices of the knights parallels their active selfblock play in the solution.

1.7 2.5xf6 &xf6 3.0xg2 Axg2# 1.5e5 Fh6 2.4xg5 + &xgb 3.4d5 Af5#

The minimal requirement of three black thematic pieces for the Chumakov theme exist in F&G. However,
the theme is Doubled by function exchanged among the blacks thematic units... Anticritical move &
Umnov move.

a) 1.e3 Hxad+ 2.Hed Hxal 3.8e5 Hxfl# b) 1.2f2 HExb8 2.%f1 Hxe8 3.4d1 Bxed#

15
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G. Menachem Witztum  H. Menachem Witztum 1. J. Mark Erenburg
Emanuel Navon Emanuel Navon Mark Erenburg Andrey Selivanov
1THM TT 251 4" HM MK "O. 2" HM TT-241 1%t Prize

SuerProbIem 2021 Dashkovsky-64" 2020 SuerProbIem 2020 SuerProbIem 2018

EEE [EEE
S e = m | pmomw
////4@% frat win
% © aa »

%
17 /ﬁ//A.Q./ Za / /
/// %I// ///% % %

H#3 b)@gGefz 7+11 H#4 b) 1d6»d4 4+8
c)&g6->ab

In G the trio of Black thematic pieces double the theme in 3 phases: group 1 K. Mark Erenburg

includes Rc7, Rb7 & Se5 and group 2 includes Pf3 Bg4 & Sf5 In a) group 1 1-39HM e.a JT

make self-blocks and group 2 is captured passively. In b) group 2, which was  G. Kozyura 64 2019

captured in a, makes self-blocks. In ¢) group 1 is captured after active sacrifice. "

It was the only problem in all three sections of the tourney that double thetheme |/, X2, 7

in 3 phases. a) 1.2h7 exf3 2.8g7 fxg4 3.0f7 exf5# / / O
b)1.fxe2 g6 2.3 295 3.5e3 Ahd# c) 1.5d3 exd3 2.5c4 dxcd 3.8b5 axbs5# |/ & g @%7%

In H the theme was: activation of white pawns by sacrificing a black figure, a
thematic pawn should participate in the creation of a mate position. Judge’s
remark: Chumakov's theme analog linking the play of both sides. Model mates. g,
a) 1.4d3 £Hd4 2.8e4 f2-f3 3.2b2 fxed 4.2b4 Heb# 3 = 13+11
b) 1.Exg5 £el 2.8e5 f2-f4 3. 4.3 fxe5 4.4d5 Hd3# .

L. Michael Grushko

I’s theme: Constant White move in answer to changing Black defenses in 1t com Shakhmatnaya

several phases. The problem shows 6-fold realization of the theme. Kompozitsia 2020
1.5e2? [2.&h3+ Hxb3#] 1...fxe2 2.&f3+ Hxf3# but 1. Axe2! 1.Kf4?

1...gxf4 2.4f3+, but 1...2xf4! 1.8g4? 1...Hxg4 2.%f3+ but 1...hxg4! ///////%
1.Exh4? 1...gxh4 2.%f3+ but 1..g4! 1.He6? 1..Hxe6 2.3+ but 1...2e5! T, B U
1.He5! [2.8h3+ Dxb3#] 1...8xe5 2. &3+ Hxf3# ¥ K3 /

J is a remarkable task of 4-fold Zabunov: the front piece of a battery becomes 5 5

the rear piece of another battery. The sacrificial and flight-giving key is of note. _ %/ // /,
1.\h6! [2.8g2+ &xd5 3.5 g4+ Qed#] 1...c4 2.505+ Hc5 3.6+ Af5# / ., %// 0
1..cxd5 2.2g6+ &c6 3.exd7+ Axg6# 1..%xd8 2.He3+ &e7 3.exd7+ Qed# _
1...dxe6 2.5d3+ e5 3.dxc6+ L.xd3# additionally: H#8 ABC PWC 0+5+0
1..%e5 2.506+ Hd6 3.0f5+ Axf5# 1..Fb4 2.5e3+ Hf4 3.065+ Axf5# Take&Make  Lion G

K is a “selfmate of the future” (SOTF) problem: in the first pair of variants, white batteries "fire" and then
follow the "side" mates; in the second pair, on the contrary, the "central™ mates are given after the complete
destruction of the corresponding battery. The defenses are made by the same black piece.

1.Eh7! [2.2d6+ &g5 3.0xh3+ Hxh3#] 1...Exed 2.5e6+ &xe6 3.&h3+ Hxb3#

1..Bxf3 2.896+ &xf4/g4 3.&xf3+ Hxf3# 1...2xd3 2.8f7+ Sxed 3.exd3+ Hxd3#

J is a typical jewel by Michael. In AlphabeticChess (ABC) the square order of order al, a2...a8, b1...b8,
cl requires the piece located earliest in the order to move (but check & mate are normal). In PWC pieces
exchange places after capture, in Take&Make the capturing piece must immediately make a move in the
nature of the captured piece and neutral pieces can be played by both sides. After an initial repeating
maneuver to promote a knight it is positioned for its capture on the mating move just to be repositioned to
give the mate in which the king cannot make any capture! 1.4 xc4-c5[+ % b5] % xc6-g2[+aglb5]
2.G@glIxd5-d6[+ £ b5] £ b6 3.4 xc5-c6[+1b6] #£b7 4.4 xc6-c7[+4b7] £b7-b8=4 5.5c6 He5
6. 4 xd6-g3[+alc7] aglfd 7. 017 gexf7-g5[+af4] 8.296 Sxg6-h4 [+ 6] # Ideal fairy mate
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Israeli Study Successes Abroad — Michael Pasman
There was a successful start of the year for Israel study composers. In the last months we received
results from several tournaments held during 2020, as well as some late results from 2019.
Amatzia Avni gained first and second prizes in UAPA 12, second prize in Ceskoslovensky Shach
2020, fifth prize in ChessStar 2020, second prize in co-production with Martin Minski in Zadachy i
Etyudy 2019 and honorable mentions in 10th Maroc Echecs , UAPA 13 and "64".
Yochanan Afek also gained first prize in UAPA 12, third prize in Razumenko MT 2020 and the first
honorable mention in Vratnica-64.
Michael Pasman won first prize in UAPA 13, special prize in UAPA 12 and honorable mentions in
Razumenko, UAPA 12, UAPA 13 (in 2 studies) and ChessStar (2 studies).
Here are some studies from these events:

Theme: change of sacrifices. The judge Kalashnikov : "A very interesting theme
A. Amatzia Avni is presented by the author in this study. .. The change of sacrifices theme declared
1%t Prize by the author of the study is brilliantly executed!..."

12" UAPA. Ty 2020  1.0e2! (1.4xd2+? &xg6=) (1.2f7? Bf3+2+) 1..xf2 (1..5c3 2.9f7 Hxhd
7, /@// / (E2d3 3.5e3! Bd7+ 4.2e6+?) (or : 2..2h2 3.4b6 Hd5 4.4d4 Exhd 5.4xg7+
., ), 7/ @05 6.8e5 Hfd+ 7.4 xfA+ Hixf4 8.97) 3.4xc3 Efa+ 4,998 Exf2 5. 4xd2+ &xg6
Q/ » //ﬁ | 6.0d3+ f6 7.003+ g5 8.9xg7+?) (L.Hxg 2.4xd1+?) 2.%f7 split
Y . //1 2..d1=Q! (A) 2...Hd3? 3.0xd3? d1=Q 4.5d4 ¥xd3 5.4.d2+ sacrifice of two
_ // %// A bishops to pave way for the knight (5.2f5+?? Wxf5+!1?7+) 5...%xd2 6.5f5 Mate)
0 o g % _E| 3.0xd1 (B) Bd3 (C) 3.4 4.8.02+7 sacrifice of a bishop to enable a knight
/%% - % /%/ move (not at once 4.£d4? Hd6+ 5.%e6 2d3!=) 4..5xd2 5.0d4 HExhd (Hf3+
- - 6.4xf3 Hxf3 7..00f5 Mate) 6..0f5+ &gb 7.0xh4 &xhd 8.9xg7+-) 4.H0He3!!
Win 7+6  sacrifice of a knight to enable a bishop move 4...Exe3 (4...2d7+ 5.%e6 HExdl
(xd1 6.%xd7 Hxe3d 7.4d2+? Hxgb6 8.4xe3) (Ha7 6.4b6 2b7 (2ab 7.&f7+?)

7.5f5+ &xg6 8.4xf2+?) 6.5Hxd1 Hxd1 7.2f7+?) 5.4.d2 LHyxdl 6.4.¢1 wins

B. Amatzia Avni
Martin Minski The black King is at the center and the best White can achieve is to move it to
3" Prize Zadachyi 8" rank.

1.Hd3+ (1.%g5+? Le5) (L.Exf8? f1=Q+ 2.8xf1l Axg3) 1...%eb6 2. He3+
=N E % (2.%g4+? Ef5 3.Wed+ &6 4.%c6+ g5 5.%cl+ Af4 6.293+ &h6 7.2h3+

U & ©g6 8.&c6+ g5 9.%xa8 f1=Q+ 10.&xfl al=Q+ 11.¥xal Le5+) 2...Hf7
> %/ / (2..5d5 3.2d3+) 3. 513+ Q4! (3..508 4.Exf8+ &xf8 5.Wf3+) 4. Exf4+

> ,@% % (4.4xf4+? Bg8 5.4ca+ £h8 6.%ad Fg8 7.5a3 Hxad) 4..Bg8 5.%b3+ Hhs
> // / Now white starts to play on Black weakness of 7! rank 6.%a3! (6.%xa2?

/ O B f1=Q+ TExL (7.:9xM1 Exf4+) 7..Bxa2+) 6. Efd8 7.Had! (7.2d4? f1=Q+)
/ / i@/ 7. E8 8.5F4l (8.%F1? Haedl) 8... g8 9. Had Fixad 10.¥xad Ef8 11.&HfL

draw

Draw 3+8

C. Yochanan Afek Afeks’s study has four neat active sacrifices. | totally agree with the judge P.
1%t Prize Gyarmati: "In the key-move white guides the black king to the wrong place with
12 UAPA Ty 2020 Bishop sacrifice. After this the white castling is a check. 1. Rd1? not enough, the
., 7, /| Dblack passed pawns are unstoppable. After the beautiful Knight sacrifice of the
>  » black, the black king has serious threat. White get rid of from his harmful pawn,
/// 7% & what closing the diagonal al-h8, by an active rook sacrifice. In study are two

- active neat sacrifices on each side. Extraordinary content with small material."”
/ T / 7 7| 1.0d5+ (LEd1? £d3+! 2.85d2 b2 3.h7 a1=Q= (b1=Q=)) 1...&xd5 2.0-0-0+!
0 » 0 | d3+ (2..5c4 3:3b2 Dd3+ 4.Bal+?) 3. Exd3+ ded 4.8d4+ (Logical ry:
1 /%/ / / | 4:9b27 ®xd3 5.7 al=Q+ 6.%xal Hc2 7.n8=t b2+ 8.%a2 b1=Q+ 9.%a3 b3
Mate) 4..&xc3 5.Ec4+! (5.2d3+??) 5..&xcd 6.&b2 &d3 7.h7 al=Q+

8.&xal &c2 9.h8=Q wins
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D. Michael Pasman 1.8 ¢4 Sacrificing the piece in order to keep important f6 pawn (1.f7? Hxa2+)
1%t Prize (1.4a67 HExa2) 1...¥xcd (1..%xf6 2.Eh7+ &g4 3.298+ &f5 4.5f7) 2. Bh8+!
13" UAPA Ty 2020  (2.f7? Exa2+! (¥xa2+? 3.2b8) 3.2b8 Wfd+!) (2.5h7+? Sga! 3.EHg8+? Hf5?)
2 7, ) ) 2.%5943.Hg8+! Wxg8 (3...&f5 4.f7 Wxa2+ (EHxa2+ 5.%b8 &4+ 6.5c7) 5.5b8
@ﬁ/ //A/ //A Wh2+ 6.5¢7) 4.5g7+ Bh5! (4...%f5 5.5xg8 &xf6 6.5b6! ¢4 7.8b5! ¢3 8.5c8
//// 7| ©e5 9.%xb4 Bbl+ 10.%a5! d4 11.a4! Hd3 12.5d8+! Hcd 13.Fc8+! Hd3
/ /i/ 77 | 14808+ #c2 155061 (4...t5xgT+? 5.ixgT Fxa2+ 6.b7) 5.Exg8 b3! 6.Eb8!
1 %// //// Wl (Not 6.f77 b2! 7.5g1 Hxgl 8.8=t bl=ti-+) 6..Exa2+ (6..c4 7.f7 Exa2+
3 » 78| 3.&b6! B2 9.%¢51=) (6...bxa2 7.5b2) 7.%b7! (Try: on 7.b6 comes nice move
;ﬁ/ /Q/ _ 7..Ha8!! 8.4xa8 (8.2b7 c4!) 8..b2 9.2h8+ &g6! 10.2h1 c4-+ 11.8f1 &f7!
12.%c¢5 ¢3 13.2d4 ¢2?+) 7...c4 (7..%06 8.%c6! c4 the same as main) 8.&c6!
Draw 6+5 (8.7 Ef2) 8...g6 9. d5! Ec2 10.%e6! pawn protected by Reti's maneuver!
10...He2+ 11.&d5! Hc2 12.%e6 EHf2 13.&d5! Hf4 14.f7! (14.2c5 Sxf6-+)

(14.82b6 Exf6 15.8b4 Bf4-+)
Judge Sergey Osintsev wrote: "Pawn sacrifice is an excellent draw resource."
White sacrifices his so important pawn (see even first move comments). After
14...&x{7 the Rook blocks the way for the Black King 15.8b6! &g7 (15...2h4
16.%c5!= And Black can’t improve his position, for example 16...&e7 17.%d5
&d7 18.%¢5 &¢7 19.5c6+ b7 20.2b6+ &a7 21.2b4) 16.c5! EHf6 White has
a spare square 17.5b4! (17.2b7+ Ef7?+) (17.2b8 Ef81?7+) 17...Ef4 18.Hb6!=

E. Michael Pasman 1.e7 Qeb+! 2.&xeb! (Thematic try : 2.2d8 4d7! 3.&xd7 Hg8 4.e8=H Hhé=
2" HM and the knight is out) (2.%c7 Ad7!) 2...0 08! 3.e8=! (3.e8=% Stalemate)
13" UAPAT 2020 (3.e8=E Stalemate) (3.e8=4=) (3.2f7 Hxe7=) 3....20h6 4.h3! blocks the knight
. 8 (4.5c77 Hgh=) 4..Bg8! (4...508 5.2d7! (5.6d6? Hf6=) 5...5Nh6 6.5d6! ©g8
. % | 7.5e7 &h8 8.Hf8+-) 5.He5? (5.Le7? Hf5+?) (5.0d6? &f8!=) (5.5¢7 &h8
. % % # 8 wastes time - now there is no better then to go back 6.£e8 (because 6.%e5? £g8!
> %/ 7 threat He7 7.6d5 He7?= is draw)) 5...&f8 (In case of 5...&h8 White executes
/ o %/ / the same plan , but with other path with the knight 6.d6! (thematic try : 6.5¢c7?
. » £g8! 7.5d5 DeTI=) 6...5g8 7.0e4 /b7 7..%f8 8.5g5 g8 9.%ed /f4 9. B8
A / / / /ﬁ/ 10,5066+ ©g8 11541 Hh8 12.5g5! £g8 13.0h71) 6.51¢7! (6.0d62 28! 7.h4
- £He7 8.h5 £Hg8 9.%e6 Hhé 10.0f7 Hgd is already draw) 6...%g8 (6...098
Win 4+4 7.06+) 7.00e6! Hh8 8.0g5/d8 8... %98 9.%e4 /f4 Triangle with the King
(9.%e6 &f8! and the only move is to return to e5, because 10.5Hh7+ &e8
11.5g5= £g8! Knight is out) 9..&Hf8 (9..2h8 10.0f7+) 10.2he6+ &Hg8
(10..2e7 11.%e5! and &Hxg7) 11.&f4! &h8 12.44g5! (12.%e5? £Hg8!=)
12...%98 13.5h7! Other moves are just waste of time, for example: (13.0f3 &f8
14.5d4 &g8 15.5e6 ©&h8 and White has no better then to return to previous
position with 16.42g5) (or 13.&e4 &f8 14.0e6+ &g8 15.&f4 &h8) 13...Hh8
14.&eb5! (14.2ed? £Hg8! and He7 next is draw) 14...&g8 (14....598 15.%eb Hh6
the same) 15.e6 &h8 16..0095 &g8 17..,2f7! (17.De5 S8 18.5e6+ 298
19.%&ed £h8 20..2g5 @98 21..5h7 @h8 just wastes time - and White has nothing
better then to return to main line 22.%e5 g8 23.%e6 ©h8 24..g5 &g8 25.55f7)

17....3xf7 18.gxf7+ &8 19.h4 g6 20.&f6 g5 21.h5+-

i & ¥ 9 ¢
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IRT judges: #2: Petr Zabirokhin (2021); #3: Sergey Bilyk (2020-21) #n: Aleksandr Kuzovkov
(2021-23); Studies: Geir Sune Tallaksen @stmoe (2021); H#: Abdelaziz Onkoud (2021);
S#: Alexandr Azhusin (2021-22); Fairies; Sven Trommler (2021), Michal Dragoun (2022), James

Quah (2023)

Editors:

Orthodox: Ofer Comay

Studies: Gady Costeff

(Please send originals in pgn format)
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Yoav Ben-Zvi 3/6/1957 — 31/12/2020 >23-32 28

Ofer Comay
MW NMANN 99012 73N TNV ARA7 DW 2WYA MIwA 27U VRN pnw TP LYY onan ,aR? YW R0
MW" 2077 MINWR DRI (PRAPHO MAN OW W1 D1°3) 'AIVA ToRT 202 0P 9P M2 P X7 .UTIRA NOpPNa
PWY 1297w 0°an 7P L"ove 2" ,a5p0 M2 DX .Loanw
MM 70T MXATT DY 21w OIn MAXY M1 WA KW 1o
5377 DR YWD 7R TY 00w
Yoav’s grandfather, Menachem Schwarz, was a chess
player in Jeruslaem during the 1920’s and won several
tournaments during the British mandate period. He
bought a small café on King George street (there is a
Steimatzky store there today), with the tables turned into
chess tables. Café “Tuv Taam” (good taste) was visited
- by many chess playing friends, and since Menachem felt
uneasy to charge theme for the tea and cakes
IR .00 PR L2n ;N 13 ,pmw onws - they ordered the place soon went bankrupt.
PROI'E wn R0 nwn fakiieie} IKARA aMN2 A7y .upnw PﬂWb 77V 32 DR TR R
Menachem Schwarz, middle, looking at a chess X7 Y2 12 NPA2 PAWHT DX IR DX AT
game. The player on the right with the black pieces ¥ 73X WX mpmw

is Moshe Cherniak. =P S b= ey iy e
TWNI AR TR Y

a1 9227 ,"MANNT PRwK? MINDY pRwnn 2w 237101 %91017°0:7 SVNORT TX7 N
923 72° 0w MOYRA MRANT AW 737 1917 NRYY 7272 N1OID™ N3N N1PY 1200
AMT?°2 AR 7302 1977 NP N3
He taught his daughter Ada to play chess. In her turn, Ada taught Yoav to
play when he was 4 years old. She played with him but soon, according to
her, the child beat her. Yoav was attracted to the aesthetic and philosophic
side of the game and less to its competitive side, and already as a teenager
he composed complex and beautiful high level problems. Here are two
examples from his early work. Photo: Yoav during childhood.
32% 42%.2 33%...1 0K NT2W XY 21433, 1 Y000 1297 10780 07 5V nh1nwn awa vn nnk 7 1.on vyl
DR D01 R7 Pwowy S5m0 14083 31x 14712.2 31 14981 1790 AR 110 NN DR 70172 1227 1977 13RY 4R%.3
147%.6 83¥...5 1R 32:¥.6 32% 142%.5 33% 14384 ;799177 7382 N>Npna 2107
In problem No.1 the WR will mate on the 8™ rank. Try 1.Rc4!? fails to 1...Rc3 2.Rb4 Rb3 3.Ra4
Ra3! So white tries the same idea on the king’s side: 1.Rf4! Rf3 2.Rg4! Rg3 3.Rh4! Bh5 and now
activating the original plan on the queen’s side: 4.Rc4! Rc3 5.Rb4! Rb3 6.Rxb3 Bb4 7.Rxb4. or:
5...Rc8 6.Rf4 and 7.Rf8+.
12777 5791 APMAY P¥AN AT 2N AR HW 391737 N0 INWKRIT NP0 KT LNTINI0T YA X077 2 Y2
PAWR MWW 2107 71 717 01272 T°IX 81w 2OKRIT ATAYAR 123pY7 MW DaR - YARNAY 7101 731 M AR
MIMPn 297707 87 MUY AW 79717 TX°0 MIRTY O3 TI¥ .62-72 yong 21091, 7R-7 voan 81w 1991 ,61-71
Yoav Ben-Zvi
1t HM Probleemblad 2. Yoav Ben-2Zvi (v)
1976 1 Prize IRT 1971-76
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LA IR 097 LB T A NIARITI AXMWD dwnn DR YXAY Puhne mnw DPNIpY NP0 N WU 1anon
RY» MW 7707 19 2197 707 ¥ Y WD R 2INWT 22w DR 1197 ' 9T ,pnwnn 720na Ty nIveni
0H 837 DR XX 62-72 priwh O3 21N D12 INWA APANAY NAWA [T 79917 WwoRM 61 9R 71 17
831 X AP 129w 71 07 DY 200Nwa [RM 79907 10700 R IR .61-71,70-407 ,50:1 700 wnana B o
.OPNIIPA Y2 7RI 8277 1IWHRAN Mpna 105nN° 077 XY, 7R VAN 70w 39100 ,100 R¥INT NAIva
IDIN2 MW DR MWD 72X 72w NIDI0N ITAYI IR MWD TR NIRT? TIY XD 27°Y22 A0 PXDING 7N IR
93 52-57% P .1277 [N QY RIT WORT ST PR VORI ,ARNARTI 1TV .2O1NR 2OY0N 17 PR 0D TN
X 2 722:6K% K21 .727:6K ;7°7 1105w Yo (127 WD W MOX W 797) 4R:52 You 700 1197 AT T AR
RO MW DR WD TT000 TIT AT NONOT DR YN 68D ,0IRN2 LA TPEDIR T IPINR Yon Inw? PR
179 X91) 729:63 7397 PIMKRT YONT IR L5R-6X 171091 68-530 17107 4R-58 11D ,5K8-4270 700 ORI YORIW
ST PRwn PR IR W .72-580 P19 (Ipnwnn Toana viw X9 83 DY 1917 nwa von B peoNa 0o
DIRN N°°Y22 NPXDINT N 2w NPVIADR TIEI01R 03 ROX P00
No. 2 is a retroanalysis problem, the first signal of Yoav's great fondness for this field.
Understanding this deep problem requires some effort — but it is worthwhile! We can see that Bg8
must enter through h7 before black plays g7-g6, before Bf8 arrives at a7, and before the move b7-
b6. We need also to figure out how the BQ and BRa8 exchange places. There are two principal and
very different ways to achieve the task as displayed in diagrams A & B. With option A, displaying
a position during the game, the h-pawn will capture the black knights (or knight & bishop) and get
to h7. Before this the BK will move to f6 via g7, enabling the BQ & BR to exchange places. Black
can meanwhile also play b7-b6 and get Bc8 out. With option B the game’s continuation will be
gxh5, Be4-h7, g7-g6. How will the BQ & BR to exchange places? By white capturing Bc8 on ¢8,
the BQ reaching a7, and after the exchange of places Bb8 and Ba7 can reach their positions.
So what is the correct option? We need to see how to untangle the final position in which black must
be immediately freed due to unavailability of last moves. The last possible move in the diagram is
with the white rook. Only Rd5-b5 as we will soon see. The prior move was b5xa4 (capturing a WR
or WS), and the move before was a6xBb7 and not a6xSb7 as black will have no last move! This is
option A. In the twin, Sa6 prevent the above solution, and the only way to free black is by the last
move Qb4-a5, and before this a5-a4. This is preceded by Sc5-a6 and before this a6-a5. Here the last
move was c6xSh7 (not c6xBb7! As in option B the BB was captured on ¢8 without moving during
the game!), and before that Sa5-b7. Not only we have a deep retroanalysis play but also an elegant
integration of two options in a twin problem.

3. Yoav Ben-Zvi 4, 5. 6. Yoav Ben-Zvi
5% Com Yoav Ben-Zvi Yoav Ben-Zvi Andrei Frolkin
The Problemist 2011 12 StrateGems 2013 Sp. Com. IRT 2013 Problemas 2018
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PG 105 13+16 PG 26 16+16 H#3 2.1.1. 6+13 Last 14 bl. Moves 12+15

3.1.a4 d6 2.a5 £h3 3.a6 Axg2 4.Ha5 fed 5.892 fxc2 6.8.d5 496 7.%ad+ &d7 8.%al W5
9.4b3 ¥xbl 10.4d1 &c2 11.Ha2

4. 1.c4 c5 2.%b3 b6 3.%h3 #h6 4.b3 b6 5.0a3 Lab6 6.84bd4 Q4b5 7.5a3 Hab 8.0-0-0 0- 0-0
9.%h2 &h8 10.Hcl Hc8 11.2c3 Hcb 12.89g3 Bg6 13.5g4 e6 14.93 Qe7 15.8092 Ag5 16.8e4 He7
17.5f3 Hc8 18.Hcl Hcb 19.Hc3 Hd6 20.8e3 Hd3 21.%g2 Hc3 22.h3 Hcl 23.EHc3 Hal 24.4b1
&c8 25.4¢2 Hb8 26.%a3 ab.

5.1.2b8 Bb7 2.8d5 Bb3 3.2b4 Bc3# 1.896 Af52.4b4 &bl 3.4d3 Sa2#

6. 1..Ha7 -2.a5 £b8 -3.a4 Qa7 -4.e7 L.c5xb6 -5.e6 £L.c5 -6.65 Af8 -7.b6 L.g5xh6 -8.05 L.g5 - 9.b4
£h4-10.b3 893 -11.h6 &h2 -12.h5 g2-g1=B -13.h4 g3-g2 -14.h3 g4-g3 -15.g3x % f4.
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70 7R°0Y7 ARWIAW VTP 71NN NN DR DHMW W O¥ 2P NP2V Y0 IP7UNNn 7 AR
MNINRT 2°W3 0037 PN N1PA2 PRRI RIM 19w NP0 NIV AYADW 79002 AR’ 790 WY 2105 0072w

IR MWV MY R0 81T .N1PTINN0T DY TRRNn KT WRD 130 TN
Yoav studied mathematics in the Hebrew University and established, with two partners, the software
company Micronet, employing 70 people at its peak. About a decade ago Yoav got ill with a disease
harming his immune system and had to be confined to his house. He returned to composing in the
last years, focusing on retrograde analysis problems. Here are several problems from the last decade.

72w ,3 Y22 00T 1IN0 A 1912 Ny 3-5 nvya
10 730 7273877 NTAYY pRwnn YW 390007 N7av2 Y97 70
03 Y9I NMIANT .200°712 O NuNL-T190 29Wwn ,0°von XM
-237) N2 oN 2R-5K8Y, IR-4R70,48-1771,58-18%) 1272
7AW Aopn YA X0 4 7va L(23-610,12-511,51-7700,67
0°2MYn O°YaX3 NOR QYD PO O 29w PUML-7177
oy 7292 nwa avo (33-37%,13-33%,33-37%,37-67%,317-32%)
2Wn PMV-TI27 1AW MY LR XTS5 Y L8N N 700
IO 721, PPP19 TR QY T 120NW °Ya,01°001 .Dwoa oy
WA 27 W N HW 2INRT 0Wona 14 1 an mvan
71ND2 QAXINT QVONT .20 P19 DR WD TATIY IR
12°071 QY 123 9970w X1 OTPW MDA 1991 — 1701 2°Yon o
.yon 7907 2195 01N
Problems 3-5 show a variety of ways to present the
Loyd-Turton maneuver. In problem 3, in which the
diagram position must be reached in ten and a half
moves from the initial game position, the Loyd-Turton
is combined with Bristol. The maneuver appears in
white (Ral-a5,Qd1-a4,Qa4-al,Ra5-a2) and in black
(Bc2-g6,Qd7-f5,Qf5-b1,Bg6-c2). The charming No.4
combines the Loyd-Turton with switchback once in
mixed colors (Rc3-e3,Rd6-d3,Rd3-c3,Rc3-c1,Re3-c3)
and once only by black with the king and Rh8. No.5 is
a helpmate in which the Loyd-Turton is combined with
Bristol. Finally, a problem Yoav composed with Andrei
Frolkin. The task is to find what were the last 14 black
moves. Note that black must hury to untangle the block of pieces. The move presented in the solution
are retro-moves thus, they are negatively numbered with the minus sign before the move number.

TR 2172 001 AR INNPT PAIA P2TI AW 279 1222 THOVIR RN 197N NPYTA AR 90 NRTIRT AW 702

P2 VAW NPV MW 9V MTYnT NIV N2 7a05W 790717 7N 2°7%1 and 137 .2020 Sw

27N YW NaR

STIINGT STAWST D) NI NN N7 "Avw yawa

STUMR TR NARWIW WA AR AR MYRWR WY 2YIOW N9 anw RWIY TR 27K Yow 90 nanR

2R NN NORY NRDTIDR MR DT T WRAD 0 RYW PWRAT 27T RWR AR 2N PR TR NLRY
SIORNT TIND RRNI 2 UTWOONY LIO0 SNV L ONIURARM I Nawn NN

Last year Yoav got sick with a severe inflammation. While he was hospitalized he got infected with
the corona virus. Yoav passed away in the last day of 2020. Here are a few words from the obituary
written by his daughter Anat, which testify to the importance of chess problems in his life.

My beloved father.

Last week | talked with you more than the entire year.

You told me that every person must leave a mark after he is gone. That life is meaningful if
you feel that you left something after you. | asked you what is the mark you are leaving and
the first thing that came to your mind was a chess problem you published. You asked me if |
think this is meaningful, 1 said yes, and somehow we moved to another subject.
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