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To err is human, but not for long — Gady Costeff

Percentage of faulty studies per decade
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Note: data from HHDBYV through 2015. Faults include cooks, duals, and minor faults.

The power and availability of chess engines and databases is dramatically reducing the analytical
error rate in studies, to the point that cooked studies may soon become extinct. It is interesting that
despite the high historical error rate, study composition has flourished, perhaps because the cycle of
creation, destruction, and correction, operates successfully in all fields of life. However, before
studies become analytically perfect, let’s revel in our imperfection through the stories of three
cooked studies.

E. Zepler 1%t Prize 1.p Morgenzeitung (c) 1928

H,t%/ 5...,/ 7

B
//

Draw

2.He5!N ExeS 3.97! 3. Bxf5+ 4.@91 Black to move - dra
Hg5+ 5.%h1!

The judge, Richard Reti, commented on 3.Rh1!! “When I saw the solution’s third move I thought at
first it had to be a wrong transcription!”. The study was submitted originally with Kb8. Shortly
thereafter the study was cooked and Zepler corrected it by moving the king to a8, as above.
Unfortunately, a second cook was discovered after 1..d4! and for some time the study was under a
cloud. Only the efforts of Wieland Bruch in 2007 uncovered the spectacular computer move 2.Re5!!
not only saving the study, but adding a chameleon echo variation to what was already a magnificent,
and still unsurpassed logical study. For the extraordinary story behind this study see:
http://arves.org/arves/images/PDF/EG_PDF/eg171-supplement.pdf#page=33
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Z. Cahane, corr. H.Aloni 1% Prize, IRT 1965
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Win 3+3 3.2d7+ &eb6 4.85b7 5.H2a7 B2d4 6.5xa6
1.8d4 &g6 2.8d6+ Sf7  1d5 Hxb4d

There is special pleasure when one can help correct studies by composers no longer with us. In 2005
Hillel Aloni asked me to test his correction of the 1965 Israel Ring Tourney winner. Six-piece
databases had been solved that year, but were not yet available online, so testing was limited to an
engine, which happily coped well with the task. Hillel was very pleased, primarily because he felt
the historical responsibility of saving the study. Aloni’s correction is exemplary, having moved the
entire position one rank south. It reduces white’s advantage to the minimum while retaining
everything by the original composer.

I conclude with a new correction. In 1990 | published a study in the since discontinued Shahmat
magazine. A few years later it was cooked and in 2005 | published a correction in the Dutch EBUR,
another since discontinued magazine. In early 2020 | cooked that study too. Hopefully this study is
correct, otherwise this magazine may too be in danger.

G. Costeff EBUR 2005 correction
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Win 9+6 Now the only way to win mzz black to move.
Thematic “fairy” try: is the illegal In the solution white arrives
1.5%xd5 ¥xh5 2.%12 £He5 (or 5.d8=black H!! here legally — see diagram
2. zad4) 3. @xeS W5+ 4.50f3 %de below.
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Solution: 3.&e2!! tempo. mzz — black to move.  5.a8=E! wins.
1.d8¥! Zyxd8 3.98=% Wxf3+ 4.&Lel Nd8 interferes five 5.a8=%? %d2+ =
2.3xd5 ¥xh5 He6! 5.a8=1! times with the queen:

(5.a8=1 ¥xe3+!) 4..%%d8 is blocked

5..5d4! 6.Ha2 He2+! 4.%a8 5.08%
7.Bxc2 We2+ =; 3.a8=%  4..%g8 5.a8%
Wxf3+ 4.Fel %g3+ 4..5e6 5.98%
5.%e2 &g2+ 6.%d3 4...2)c6!
wxg7 = 3...¥xd5 4.&f2!
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When correcting prior work by other composers one must be sensitive and respectful to their
intentions, as Aloni demonstrated above. Such “conservation” is not necessary when correcting our
own studies, and in fact one can try to improve them even at the cost of significant changes. When
| composed this study in 1990, | was fascinated by the position in which white wins only if he can
promote a black knight. I could not manage it in the original version, nor in the correction. Hopefully
this third time is the charm.

Israel Ring Tourney: Three-movers 2018-2019

Judge: Jiri Jelinek — Prague, November 2020
Many thanks to the editors for the invitation to be a judge of the Variantim three-mover tourney, and
thanks to 16 composers from 6 countries, as well, who decided to take part therein. In total, 22
compositions of good standard were published in this Israeli chess problem magazine during two
years. It was a pleasant job to study plenty of their different ideas and themes. My ranking is
following:
1t Prize: Var. 3310 Zoltan Labai & Miroslav Svitek
The problem contains synthesis of the spiral chain of mates (ABC-BCD) - formed by the mates in
threats (after 1.- Sc3/Bc7), and after continuations 2.- Qxd6/Qxe4 - and the 11" WCCT theme, and,
in addition, the semi-reciprocal change of mates (BC-CD) between the variations in question. The
best composition in the tourney. 1.&a5 ! [2.5¢c4+ (A) ©xed 3.%h1#]
1...%xd6 (a) 2.8.d4+ (B) xed 3.%4b1# 1...%xed (b) 2.8.d4+ (B) &xd4 3. %xd4#
1...5¢3 2.5xc3 [3.£c4# (A)] 2...%xd6 (a) 3.4d4# (B) 2...%xe4 (b) 3.2e6# (C)
1...8C7 2.%xc7 [3.8d4# (B)] 2...%xd6 (a) 3.He6# (C) 2...%xed (b) 3.%e7# (D)
2" Prize: Var. 3114 Eugene Fomichev
Nice strategic contents offering the Adabashev‘s complex (2x2). WRcS is to be sacrificed to enable
an indirect unpin of the wQ in the first pair of variants (threat, 1.- Nxg6), whereas in the second pair,
the unpinned wQe4 has to disappear from the battlefield after the bQ moves away from the
controlled diagonal (1.- Qh5/Qh7). An unexpected key! 1...%¥h5 2.%b7 e5/&xc5 3.%d5/Hed#
1.&b7! [2.2d5+ exdb 3.%e7#] 1....o%Xg6 2.2 c6+ dxcb 3.%xeb#
1...%h5 2.%c6+ dxcb 3.2e4# 1..%h7 2.%e5+ fxeb 3.5e4#
34 Prize: Var. 3161 Felix Rossomako
Synthesis of themes Umnov (2.-Nc6!/Nc4!) and pseudo le Grand with reciprocal change of the
threat and sub-variant mate after defences 1.- Nd4/Rd4. A very good activity of the wQ.
1.2f6! [2.5xg3+ fxg3 3.%e3#] 1..Hd4 2.4¢6! [3.&e5#] 2...60%c6,f5,f3,xe2 3. & f5#
1..8d4 2.56¢4! [3.%f5#] 2...0e7/e5 3.%e54# 2...Hxd5 3.&xd5#
15t HM: Var. 3069 Yitzhak Nevo & Evgeni Bourd
Three different black defences on the square g5, after two of which (by the bRs) the wQ is
sacrificed, closing and opening lines. 1.Kd3! [2.2d4 ~ 3.5d3# 2...84xe5 3.2 xe5#]
1..8795 2.%xe7+ Axe7 3.5d7# 1...495 2.8d5+ cxd5 3.50d3# 1...23¢g5 2.%d4+ Hxd4 3.0d7#
1...5b3 2.cxb3 [3.b4#] 2... Axe5+ 3.Hxeb#

Z. Labai & M. Svitek Eugene Fomichev Felix Rossomakho Y. Nevo & E. Bourd
1% Prize 2" Prize 3 Prize 188 HM
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2" HM: Var. 3315 Gerard Doukhan Gerard Doukhan
Tries 1.Rb5?/Bc5? are refuted by 1.- Bxd5!/Nxd4!, whereas, in the solution, 2" HM
quiet second white moves (keys from tries) follow after defences 1.- e5/Nf8, IRT 2018-19
and refutations from tries do not work any more: 2.- Bxd5/Nxd4
3.Bxd5#/Rxf4#. Dombrovskis. 1...4xd5a2.8d3 A# 1...5xd4 b 2.4g5 B#
1.82b5? [2.4d3 A# 1....5%e5 2.4xe5 [3.4d3,5g5#] but 1...4xd5 a !

1.8c5? [2.50g5 B# but 1...5xd4 b!

1.2f6! [2.2xe6+ £Heb 3.8xe5#] 1...e5 2.8b5! [3.8d3 A#] 2...4xd5 a 3.4 xd5#
1..5f8 2.8¢5 ! [3.55g5 B# 2...5xd4 b/Hh7/gxf6 3.Exf4/E xeb/Hxfo#

39 HM: Var. 3316 Yosi Retter

Reciprocal change of white continuations between set plays and solution after #3 3+11
defences on the same square f5. Yosi Retter
1..Bxf5a2.0d3 + A Axd3 3.%al# 1..4xf5b 2.0f3 + B Hxf3 3.&al# 314 HM
1.¥xh7! [2.%xf7] IRT 2018-19

1..Exf5 a 2.5f3+ B 2.2xf3 3.0d7# 1...4xf5 b 2Hd3+ A Axd3 3.5d7#

4" HM: Var. 3113 Karol Mlynka

Change of continuations (thanks to a twinning) after moves of the black men
to the same square 1.- a6/Ka6. Miniature.

a) 1.2h4? zz.a6 a 2.5g4! E zz.f3 3.2a4#, 1...2ab!, 1.Eh6? f3 !

1.Bh7! D [2.Bxa7#) 1...a6 a 2.2h4 A zz.f3 3.8a4# 1...%ab b 2.4e2+ & &ab
3.8xa7#

b) 1.Bxh2! zz 1...a6 a 2.8bh3 C zz.d1=Q 3.2a2# 1..%ab b 2.2h7 D zz.®a5
3.8xa7#

Commendations without order

Var. 3066 Arieh Grinblat

Strategical play with defences on the same square d4 by the bB and the bR; quiet white continuations
with black defences in sub-variants by bNs interrupting the lines to the square d4 as a harmful motif.
1..0d8! [2.%b7+ A.c6 3.%xc6#] 1...84xd4 2.05g4 [3.5e3#] 2...e4~ 3.8.92# 2...55¢4 3. Bxd4#
1..8xd4 2.892 [3.8xed#] 2..0f6 3.Bxd4# 2... Ax5 3.&c6#

Var. 3160 Leonid Makaronez & Viktor Volchek

Interesting idea: three different quiet white moves to control the square e5 after defences by bRs.
1.Axg7! [2.e4+ Axed 3.fxed#] 1...He2 2.4.c3! [3.50f6#] 2...50d6 3.Exd6#

1..8el 2.2ed! [3.50f6#] 2...8xed 3.fxed# 1..2d4 2.exd4 [3..0f6#] 2...8e4 3.fxed# 2...cxd4
3.8xd4# 2...gxf4 3.0xf4# 2....0d6 3.8xd6# 1..BExf3 2.4xf3+ QAed 3. Axed#

Var. 3208 Alexandr Pankratiev

A spiral chain (AB..DE) of white second and third moves. Solution offers two wQ sacrifices and a
very busy bK. 1.%g4! [2.&xe6 A + ®xeb 3.8c4 B #] 1...Hxc6 2.8.c4 B + &xc4 3.%xed C #
1...2e3 2.%xed C + Hxed 3.6 D # 1...4xc5 2.:0f6 D +&d6 3.5d7 E #

L. Makaronez

Karol Mlynka Arieh Grinblat V. Volchek Alexandr Pankratiev
4" HM Com Com Com
IRT 2018-19 IRT 2018-19 IRT 2018 19 IRT 2018-19
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Var. 3209 Semion Shifrin
Reciprocal change of second white continuations (AB-BA) between the try and the play with
unexpected pin-mates (3.Ng3#/Rf4#) in the solution. 1.5d2 ? [2.5c4#] 1...f5 2.53¢6 + 2f6 3.5 f8#
but 1..Hxd3! 1.%a8 ? [2.%e4#] 1...Bxd3 a 2.5596 A+ Hxg6/Df5 3. &ed/Hxf4#
1..Ee3 b 2.5c6 B+ &f5 3.0xe3# 1...f5 2.00¢6 + 6 3.5 f8# 1...c6 2.%Wh8 + Ac7 3.&xc7# but
1..6¢c3 ! 1.¥bl ! [2.d4 + cxdd 3.5¢6#] 1...Exd3 a 2.5c6 B+ Ded/SHf5 3.&xd3/Hg3#
1..5xd3 ¢ 2.5g6 A+ Hf5 3.8f4# 1...15 2.6¢6 + &6 3.218#
Var. 3253 Yitzhak Nevo
Zugzwang position contains repeated Grimshaw in first and second moves.
1.4c512z1..h22.5d3 zz 2..5g4 3.Axf3# 2...494 3.8f4# 2.. Bh3/Bf4/ 496 3.2f4/ExFA]Axf3#
1..004 2.85f4 + Sxe5 3.0d3# 1..2g4 2. Axf3 + Hxe5 + 3. 4d4#
1..&xe5+ 2.84d4+ Hed 3.82e5# 1..Hf4 2. 8xfA+ Hxe5 3.0d3# 1...496 2.4xF3+ &xe5+ 3. 4d4#
Semion Shifrin Yitzhak Nevo
Com IRT 2018-19 Com IRT 2018-19

Israel Ring Tourney: Helpmates >3 moves 2019

Judge: Aleksandr Semenenko, October 2020

Only 10 H#>3 were published in 2019. Except for the prize-winner, the level of the entries was not
high. No. 3227 is excluded as it was already published in Variantim in 2016. The award is as follows.
Prize: Var. 3348 Mykola Kolesnik
The only problem in the tourney that deserves a prize. It presents a combination of Maslar,
Chumakov and Umnov themes. Moreover, interchange of black pieces’ functions (Q, R): line
opening and closing. Remote square-blocking. Complete analogy between the phases.
a) 1..4f2 2.%d3 Qa7 3.2b6 Hed+ 4.2d4 Axb6# b) 1...2h6 2.8f7 Hab 3.%h6 Hf6+ 4.5eb B xbo#
Honorable Mention: Var. 3351 Krzysztof Drazkowski
Indian manoeuvers performed by pieces of both sides. The pieces move away from the four corner
squares. The capture of the motionless black queen is quite unpleasant. 1.h5 &.d4 2.h4 4xf2
3.h3 491 4.h2 g2 5.h1=4 + &2 6.Fa7 el 7.2a8 &d4 8.2b8 &c5 9.40b7 Bb5#
Commendation: Var. 3350 Anatoly Styopochkin
In the past, the author of this composition already presented Kniest theme coupled with white bishop’s
switchback in a position with black castling. See Zadachi i Etyudy 2011, 2™ Prize.
1..8xa6 2.4b6 Ae2 3.0-0-0 2d2 4.2b7 2d3 5.2a6 &c4 6.%b7 Fha#

Mykola Kolesnik Krzysztof Drazkowski Anatoly Styopochkin

Prize IRT 2019 HM IRT 2019 Com IRT 2019
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23" Sabra Composing Tourney, 2020

Judge: Menachem Witztum

Theme: In an orthodox helpmate in two moves a black or white piece blocks a white line. In one
phase the blocking piece comes out of the line and in the other phase it is removed from the line.

Examples
Menachem Witztum
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H#2 2.1.1.1 4+4 H#2 b) g4 5+7 H#2 2.1.1.1 7+3
1.5e4 b3 2.5e5 Hd6# a) 1.4f3 He2 2.2d5 d3# 1..2d6 Bf5 2.exfs »d7#
1.5¢4 Bxf3 2.4d4 Ee3# b) 1.2xd4 ©d3 2.2d5 Hb2# 1.5xe5 Exeb 2..xc6 Exco#

I received 41 anonymous problems for judging from the director Paz Einat. The level was high and
most problems doubled the theme, some of them combining reciprocal black/white captures. The
anticipation search identified many predecessors, mostly partial, almost all of them with only two
solutions. The 10 problems that had more than two solutions all turned out to contain enough
originality. Significant anticipations causing downgrading or removal of problems from the award
can be found in the appendix at the end of the award. English translation and anticipation search
(WinChloe) were done by Paz Einat.

Participants (30 composers from 16 countries):

Illo Krampis, Latvia (2); Pierre Tritten, France (2); Siegfried Hornecker, Germany; Paz Einat, Israel
(Yo+Y2t+Y2); Anton Bidleti, Slovakia (2); Ralf Krétschmer, Germany (%2); Franz Pachl, Germany (¥2);
Ladislav Salai jr., Slovakia (¥2+%2); Michal Dragoun, Czech Rep. (Y¥2+Y%2); Janos Csék, Hungary (1.5);
Gabor Tar, Hungary, (1.5); Vitaly Medintsev ,Russia (2); Shaul Shamir, Israel (1.5); Ofer Comay,
Israel (*2); Fadil Abdurahmanovic, Bosnia & Herzegovina (1+%+%2); Marko Klasinc, Slovenia
(1+¥2+%2); S. K. Balasubramanian, India (2); Anatoly Skripnik, Russia (1.5); Emanuel Navon, Israel
(1.5); Manikumar S., India (2); Ivan Antipin, Russia (%2); Beni Priel, Israel; Francesco Simoni, Italy;
Jean Haymann, Israel (*2); Mordechay Shorek, Israel; Themis Argirakopoulos, Greece; Luis Miguel
Martin, Spain (2); Ricardo de Mattos Vieira, Brazil (2); K.R.Chandrasekaran, India (2); David
Shtern, Israel.

1%t Prize: No.9 Ladislav Salai jr. & Michal Dragoun

The problem presents two pairs (TF). The first, with capture of the pinned piece
and line opening, in known. However, the second pair with line openings is a
highly significant addition showing white’s rear-battery pieces moving away
for the mate and black’s unpinned pieces moving to open the lines with dual
avoidance. Fantastic!

1.5f3 &xd6 + 2. e &d3# 1.f6 &xcd + 2.%e5 &es#

1294 Ba8 2.5d7 Hg8#  1.%g3 Qa5 2.8a2 Qel#

Ladislav Salai jr
Michal Dragoun
1%t prize
23" Sabra Ty 2020
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2nd_3rd Prize: No.8 Ralf Kratschmer & Franz Pachl Ralf Kratschmer

Two pairs of solutions with a nice twinning, featuring wSf5 as the thematic Franz Pachl
piece. The theme is doubled, with the bQ and bPg6 capturing the thematic piece 2-3" Prize
and opening the white line coupled with self-block, all in pleasant harmony. 3“’ Sabra Ty 2020

a) 1.%xf5 Hgb 2.%e5 Hgd# 1.Hg3 He7 2.Hed HNd5#
b) b&f4-->e4 1.gxf5 Le8 2.f4 Ag6# 1.Hf1 AbS5 2.85f4 Hd6#

2nd-3rd Prize: No.16 Paz Einat & Ofer Comay

Full doubling of the theme on one line. Two pairs: one with interferences and
one with selfblocks. Full set of four mutual captures: black knights are captured
on white’s first move and the black Queen & Rook are captured on the mating
move. Impressive realization of the theme. Harmonious and accurate.

1.5xe5 Hxb5 2.5¢c4 He3# 1.EXC7 Hgd 2.897 Hxfe#

1.5%c7 Hixd3 2.6xd5 Hxch# 1.8xe5 Hieb 2.%xd5 Hgs#

H#2 @f4—>e4 5+6

4t Prize: No.23 Anatoly Skripnik Paz Einat
Four solution with bK star. One pair features hideaways and the second Ofer Comay
double bK moves. 2-31d Prize
1.2d3 Hc4 2.5c6 Exda# 1.2f3 He7 2.2d7 Exfo# 23" Sabra Ty 2020
1.f5 BExd6 2.96 Exfe# 1.%d5 HExd6 + 2.%c5 Zd5# N 7 T N
5% Prize: No.19 Fadil Abdurahmanovic & Marko Klasinc 5 / /
Another realization in four solutions. One pair features black & white gate / / %
opening for wQf4 (the wQ moves on the opened line) and the second pair has %?) :

an interesting line opening for the wQ. y @//
1.8d6 £Hd2 2.5eb5 ¥cd# 1.82xed c3 2.5eeb da# %7/ /ﬁ)/

1.Ee6 b4 2.c6 Hic3# 1.5xed+ DxI5 2.5¢5 ca# %% / @/

6™ Prize: No.31 Jean Haymann & Shaul Shamir H#2 4.1.1.1 5+9
A successful twin leading to four solutions. Two lines are opened by the three

thematic pieces: the two white knights and the black knight. A special element is the capture of

wSd4 by the wK, opening the line in a special way. Remarkable.

a) 1.%xd4 Hixed + 2.2d3 Hxd6# 1.5Hxf6 He2 2.0d5 Ha3#

b) 1.5xd4 Hd5 2.5xb5 Hxe3# 1.5xf6 Hxf5 2..0d5 Hxde#

Special Prize: No0.40 Michal Dragoun & Ladislav Salai jr.

A cyclical rendering of the theme. Three thematic black pieces block the line of wRh3 and all of
them clear the line. On piece unpins the wQ, the second moves away and makes an essential
interference and the third is annihilated by the wQ on way to the mating square. A similar idea was
shown by Feather (A in the appendix) but I find enough originality here to secure a special prize.
a) 1.5¢2 ¥xd3 2.416 Wh7# b) 1.4b2 ¥xe3 2.5¢5 Wf2# ¢) 1.0b2 Wxc3 2.50f5 &fc#

F. Abdurahmanovic Jean Haymann Michal Dragoun &

Anatoly Skripnik Marko Klasinc Shaul Shamir Ladislav Salai jr.
4™ Prize 51 Prize 6" Prize Special Prize

3rd Sabra T 2020 23" Sabra Ty 2020 23" Sabra Ty 2020 23" Sabra Ty 2020
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15t Honorable Mention: No.28 Anatoly Skripnik lvan Antipin Anatoly Skripnik

1.Exed Hxd7 2.8g4 Hbo# 1.5%xe5 Exd4 2.5Hg4 BdB8# Ivan Antipin

t
2" Honorable Mention: No.36 Ricardo de Mattos Vieira . 1"HM
1.0xg3 Exe5 2. 0el Bxels 1.OFT gxfa 2.0g5 fxg5H 23 Sabra Ty 2020

3" Honorable Mention: No.37 Ricardo de Mattos Vieira
1.5xe3 Bxed 2..0d5 Bcd# 1.8xf4 Hxed 2.8xF3 Ad2#

4t Honorable Mention: No.22 S. K. Balasubramanian
a) 1.2d4 Hxeb 2.%c3 He2# b) 1.2d5 Axe5 2.%c5 AcT#
c) 1.5g6 Axc3 2.0f4 Heb5# d) 1.6¢c4 Hd5 2.5e3 Hdd#

Special Honorable Mention: No.5 Illo Krampis
a) 1.Axd3 c6 2.4xab Hxab# b) 1.55xa6 d4 2.5xc5 Axch#
c) 1.&xc5 axb7 2..5xd3 + BExd3#

Special Honorable Mention: No.24 Emanuel Navon
1.5xg6 (2f5?) &f4 (b4?) 2.5h4 £d3# 1.5xd5 (Dc8?) Bg5 (Exe6?) 2.5f4 Hcb#

Honorable Mentions without ranking (urHMs)

No.4 Siegfried Hornecker & Paz Einat

a) 1.c1=48 &xf2 2.495 &g2# b) 1.&h5 &f3 2.f1=5H) Hf4#
No.13 Vitaly Medintsev

1.5xe3 + Hd5 2.50f5 Hfd# 1.Hxc7 + Hd5 2..b5 Hfa#

No.14 Vitaly Medintsev
a) 1.2xc6 BExg7 2.82xc5 Hgd# b) 1.%xb7 Exf6 2.%b5 Hf4#

HE2 2111 647

Ricardo d. M. Vieira  Ricardod. M. Vieira S. K. Balasubramanian Illo Krampis
2" HM 34 HM 4" HM Special HM
23" Sabra Ty 2020 23" Sabra Ty 2020 23" Sabra Ty 2020 23" Sabra Ty 2020
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c)$g6->c3 d)-tcd b)+ta2c)a+ & b5->a4
Siegfried Hornecker

Emanuel Navon Paz Einat Vitaly Medintsev Vitaly Medintsev
Special HM urHM urHM urHM
23" Sabra Ty 2020 23" Sabra Ty 2020 23" Sabra Ty 2020 23" Sabra Ty 2020
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No.15 Shaul Shamir
Partial anticipation YACPDB #378709
1.5xe5 exd4 + 2.Dxd4 &xe5# 1.dxe3 Hxd3 + 2.%xd3 Exe3#

No.25 Emanuel Navon & Paz Einat
a) 1.0f7 45 2.4xd4 Ec5# b) 1.495 Hxe5 2.8f4 He3#

No.26 Manikumar S.
1.4xf2 &eb 2.4d4 Had# 1.5xe6 Ach 2.5d4 Abd#

No.34 Luis Miguel Martin
1.5c2 HXFT! (c6?) 2.8e2 Heb# (Lxe5!)
1.8h5 Hxcb! (Dxe6?) 2.84.94 Hda# (Exd4!)

Commendations without ranking

No.2 Pierre Tritten
1.5g4 Hxd6 2.5e5 Hfs#  1.5Hed Hixe3 2.50¢3 Hc2#

No.3 Pierre Tritten
1.4xd2 Hxd6 2.8f4 Hed#t  1.Hxed D3 2..¢5 da#

No0.10 Janos Csak & Géabor Tar
1.5d4 BExf6 2.8ed Exf3# 1.0e5 Hf4 2.494 Hed#

No.11 Janos Csék
a) 1.2d3 £e6 2.82d5 Hd8# b) 1.oxf4 Axb3 2..0d5 Qad#

No.12 Gabor Tar
a) 1.8b4 He6 2.d4 Hc6# b) 1.%c6 Exd5 2.2d6 Hb5#

No.18 Marko Klasinc

1.E1xe3 (Hh5?) Le8 2.5e5 Hd7# 1.HXF7 (5g6?) Ec3 2.5e5 Ac5 #

Manikumar S. Luis Miguel Martin Pierre Tritten

urHMm urHM

23" Sabra Ty 2020 23 Sabra T 2020 23" Sabra Ty 2020
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No.20 Fadil Abdurahmanovie & Marko Klasinc
1.5xed (Hgd?) £d2 2.066 Afa# 1.84xb4 (Lc7?) Hf6 2.4d6 Hd7#

No.21 S. K. Balasubramanian
1.8g3 ¥xd5 2.5Hed Wi7# 1.5Hf3 Wxd4 + 2.0e4 ¥xd6#

No.27 Manikumar S.
1.5xe6 Exf7 2.095 Hfa# 1.8xf5 Hxfd 2.8g5 Hg2#

No.30 Francesco Simoni
1.%cl Hd6 2.5e7 Axf4#t 1.2d1 Lg5 2.406 Exd5#

F. Abdurahmanovic

Marko Klasinc S.K. Balasubramanian Manikumar S. Francesco Simoni
Com Com Com Com
23rd Sabra Ty 2020 23 Sabra Ty 2020 23 Sabra Ty 2020 23 Sabra Ty 2020
0Z0, / / / / 3 B
/ / & / » ﬁ/ /.Q
¥ w1 = =
/ / _ //ﬂ/ / H
@1 zia @ | = 0 A o
@E/ e / wl Pa s %/%/
H#2 2.1.1.1 4+10 H#2 2.1.1.1 4+6 H#2 2.1.1.1 4+8
Appendix
A — for comparison with No.40 (Sp. Prize) A. Chris Feather B. Venelin Alaikov

a) 1.5xd7 %xd5 2.5e4 ¥cd# b) 1.0e6 &xeb 2.2d4 Moulting 1992 3 Pr, Shak. Misl 1987
%h8# c) 1.2d7 ¥xg5 2..0d3 &d2# // / /% <)
B — one of several to compare with No0.28 (1% HM). 3 / 1

Note that No.28 uniquely has hideaways. i/é/ / /
113 OxT6 2.5¢6 HATH 1.owed Excd 2,605 Bfa (2 EAAL

C — one of several to compare with N0.34 (urHM).
The differences are clear but C sows the idea in a
more interesting way. a) 1..298 ¥xd3 + 2.5¢c4 Whl#

b) 1.61f8 &xe5 + 2.4c5 &b2# H#2 b) Eb3903 5413 #2 2.1.1.1 6+6
D — anticipation for No.17 (Abdurahmanovic) C)®b3>03
a) 1.5xb4 Ad4 2.5Ha2 &f8# b) 1..xc5 Eb5 2.5Ha4 &f3#

E — one of few anticipations for No.24 (Navon) 1.8xe4 Exd7 2.2b4 &g7# 1.4xd4 £xg6 2.4f2 Hed#
F — one of few anticipation for No.29 (Priel) 1.&0xg5 Axb5 2.5e4 Ad7# 1.4xd3 Hixf3 2.8.e2 Hh2#

C. Janos Csak D. Rolf Wiehagen F. Jean Haymann
8h HM Com idee & form-10JT E. Valery Gurov Shlomo Seider
|dee & form 1998 99 1994 96 Best Problems 2001 2nd Pr UBP 30JT 1990-3
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Israeli Successes Abroad — Emanuel Navon
7722 281pY — 272 DI0RN DR
emanuel.navon@gmail.com %x manxa o mneEa Nk mewh 2'wpann ovannn

A Paz Einat B. Leonid Makaronez C. Emanuel Navon D. Jacques Rotenberg
2" Prize 1st HM 15 Prize Sp. Prize
The Problemist 2019 Springaren 2017 2" FRME 2020 Z”d FRME 2020
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% 7%

% -
%

#2 10+8 H#2 2111 6+9 H#Z 2111 649

A was originally composed for the “Newotny” tourney in The Problemist. E. Jean Haymann
Judge Anatoly Slesarenko wrote: “A very good problem combining classical & Jacques Rotenberg
change of move-function themes: Nowotny & Dombrovskis paradox. | 2" HM
personally regard fusion of classical and reversal elements in one problem as a 2nd FRME 2020
very good perceptive way of #2 development. The masked character of the
Nowotny looks very impressive and the changed mates emphasize the
anticipatory Nowotny key. The setting is perfect”

1.8d3? [2.8b5 A#] 1..5e~ 2.c4# 1...5¢4 a 2.8e4 # but 1...Eb2!

1.8d6? [2.5b4 B #] 1..5f2 2.5xe3# 1...566¢2 2.c4 # but 1...5e5 b !

1.ofd4! [2.8d8#] 1..55c4 a2.Bb5 A# 1..0e5b 2.0b4 B# 1..50f5 2.c4 #

B took the top place in the 2017 Springaren tourney. It shows interferences of
the black rook by the black queen in the defenses, with sacrifices forcing the s> 2111  6+11
BQ to abandon guard of ¢5. The Siers battery is used in the threat and both

variations. F. Emanuel Navon
1.d3! [2.5xd7+ xd5 3.%e5+ Hxe5 4.0f6#] | 6" HM
1..%e3 2.5098+ &xd5 3.0e7+ Wxe7 4.Ec5# 2" FRME 2020

1...%d4 2.0n5+ ©xd5 3.0xF4+ Wxf4 4.5 c54 >
X X X C / / / 2

Significant Israeli success in The Royal Moroccan Chess Federation 2 TT // /

FRME competition in sections H#2 & H#3. C to F present the successesinH#2. |/ 7/ 7 c

The successes in the H#3 section will be presented in the next issues. Judge: 7, ;1:/ 7 /
Viktor Zaitsev. Theme: doouble check to the white king. . )& o

/,/ﬁ’f//
se 7

C: Cross checks with self-pin of both black battery pieces that play on the same
fields. Umnov to 6. The problem has an abundant content.
1.5fxh5(e6?) ++ De7 + 2.8f6 Ad2# 1.5Hgxh5(e6?) ++ Hf7 +2.4f6 4 f8#

D doubles the theme. Twice double check in every solution! But with the repetition of the move with the
white king.
1.25c5++ Hxeb 2.8 xd5++ &xd5# 1.0f8++ &xeb 2. Hed++ Hxed#

In E there is self-pin of two black pieces with double-pin mates. The control of the moves of the white
king and the double-pins are achieved is exemplary.
1.5xc3++ &h3 2.2d4 &d6# 1.Hc5++ Ha3 2.&cd Afl#

The theme is combined in F with Grimshaw and Umnov. Importantly, it shows anti-Ziel elements in which
black initially plays against the aim, with the Grimshaw interferences correcting the damage.
a) 1.2xd2++ &c4 2.5d3 Bf5# b) 1.Hc3++ &xd4 2.4d3 Be3#

12
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G. H. Shaul Shamir l. J.
Menachem Witztum Paz Einat Menachem Witztum Mark Erenburg
1%t Prize10th 2" Prize10th 4-5" Prize 4" HM 8th FIDE
Maroc Echecs 2020 Maroc Echecs 2020 JT "POBEDA-75" 2020 World Cup 2020
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H#2 4111 3+11  H#3 b)whd8 11+13  H#3 b)a;fSeeS 5+16 H#6 2+12
In G & H more success for Israelis Morocco, this time in the magazine Maroc K. Mark Erenburg
Echecs. G presents HOTF: in the 1% pair of solutions the BQ is captured, not 1tHM
before unpinning one of the connected pieces that will block Ec5. In the 2" pair JT Pobeda 75 v

the BK leaves g4, but is mated by different pieces on this square. Clear
interaction of white pieces unites all solutions. Judge, Valery Kirillov.
1.%f5 Bxf8 2.4d5 Wxf5# 1.%g5 ¥xe7 2.£e5 ¥xg5#
1.2f4 ¥xeb 2.0h8 Hgd# 1.%h5 Exg6 2.8.c4 Hgd#
H: “Annihilation of the white pawns c5/h4 by the R/S couple. Self-pining | /y/ /5; Y
torque R/S with release of squares ¢5/h4 which will be occupied by the B/S with | / = 2 2=
mate. Umnov theme deferred. Judge: Janos Csak g
a) 1.5xh4 4xg5 2..0g2 d4 + 3.&xf2 Ah4#
b) 1.Exc5 £xeb 2.5c4 fxe3 + 3.&xd3 Hcb# SHa 10+7
I: Rich tactical content (opening lines, hideway) decorated with double weak L. Mark Erenburg
transformations - a fresh moment! Changing the functions of White's moves. 1%t Prize JT Sergei
The technical white pawn looks lonely, but the author did not have enough black Smotrov 50, 2020
pieces - the plan required the entire set. But maybe he will turn it around - turn 7870 7))
it around and remove it ?! In my opinion, the best three-mover of the &Y ~ ~ %/
tournament. Judge: Valery Gurov. a) 1.c1=4 &b3 2.d1=4 Exf2 3.0b2 Axc3# / // /

b) 1.c1=H Qg4 2.d1=8 &xc33.8fel Bxfo#t [ 2 AD
J shaws a rare combination of Rundlauf and Klasinc.
1.5e4 (1.5c4? ©g3 2.%e7 ?7?) &g2 2.%e7 &f3 3.0d2+ Hxe3 4.84d5 &d4
5.5¢4 ed 6.2cd6 exd5#
K shows tertiary white correction and threat renewal through half-pin creation =
on W2. 1.5f ~? [2.Eg4+ hxga#] 1. Edxd3 2.f3 Exf3 3.Exf3+ Exf3+ 4.93+ S#14 9+9
Hxg3# but 1...Baxd3! 2.55e3 e4!; 1.5e4?! [2.2g4+ hxgd#] 1..Haxd3 2.5e3 Hxe3 3.fxe3+ dxe3 4.2 g4+
hxg4# but 1...B2dxd3! 2.f3 Exf3!; 1.Hd7! [2.2g4+ hxgd#] 1...Haxd3 2.£55e3 Exe3 3.fxe3+ dxe3 4.5 g4+
hxgd# 1...2dxd3 2.f3 BExf3 3.2 xf3+ Exf3+ 4.93+ Hxg3#

L: The main plan: 1.8e6+?! &c6 2.4f5+ d5? 3.8ed+ Axed# but 2..Fb7! Too early 1.a6? &Hxcd!,
therefore by the first foreplan White eliminates this defence: 1.Eh5+ &c6 2.5He5+ &d5 3.0f7+ &cb
4.5h6+ &d5; 5.a6! White kept its knight, and now 5...5¢4? already doesn’t work because of 6.£.e6+ &c6
7.£e5+ Hxe5#, but Black has an additional resource: 5...£g2! Now White has to force the black knight
to move. It is possible by creating the threat on f4-square, but once more it’s forbidden to rush: 6.24b6?
Acl! White needs the 2" foreplan to neutralize a new defence and the knight f7 can go back, because his
opponent is busy on the other side of the board! 6.2h5+ &c6 7.2e5+ &d5 8./ ¢4+ &c6 9.8h6+ &d5;
10.24b6! Now Black faces an ungrateful choice: if 10...5h4 then White has achieved the original goal and
will implement the main plan 11.8e6+ &c6 12.4f5+ £Hg6 13.8xg6+ 2d5 14.4ed+ Axed#; and if to try
"a new way" 10...4c1- then the 4" line is closed again and a decisive blow follows: 11.e4+! dxe3(e.p.)
12.55f6+ &cb6 13.0h5+ &d5 14.0f4+ Hxfa# (xFf4??). Combination of classical logic with inversion of
motive, each with its own foreplan.

2 //%ﬁ/%
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Originals ny=pn»

IRT judges: #2: Paz Einat (2020), Petr Zabirochin (2021); #3: Sergey Bilyk (2020-21) #n:
Gerhard E. Schoen (2018-20), Aleksandr Kuzovkov (2021-23); Studies: Amatzia Avni (2020),
Geir Sune Tallaksen @stmoe (2021); H# Nikola Stolev (2020) Abdelaziz Onkoud (2021);

S#: Genady Kozyura (2019-20), Alexandr Azhusin (2021-22); Fairies: Narayan Shankar Ram
(2020), Sven Trommler (2021), Michal Dragoun (2022), James Quah (2023)

Editors: H-5-R)]
Orthodox: Ofer Comay ofercomay@gmail.com SRR DI M7 NYa
Studies: Gady Costeff costeff@gmail.com nULIP 97X DD
(Please send originals in pgn format) (PgnN wRME2 NMPE MBwy K1)
Fairies: Michael Grushko bargrushko@bezeqint.net PWITA DRI NTNTIR N1V
All fairy definitions can be found here: http://www.variantim.org/FairyDefinitions.pdf
3507 3508 3509 3510
Anatoly Vasylenko Anatoly Vasylenko Vasyl Dyachuk Miguel Uris
Ukraine Ukraine Slovakla Spain
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Romania Serbia Tel Aviv
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3519
Gerard Doukhan
France

3523
Peter Krug
Mario Garcia
Austria/Argentina
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Eugene Fomichev
Russia
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Miguel Uris
Luis Zaragoza
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3522
Petrasin Petrasinovic
Serbla

3526
Michael Pasman
Meltar

3530
Krzysztof Drazkowski
Poland
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Daniel Papack
Germany
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3535
Victor Yuziuk
Ukraine
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Alexey Ivunin
Alexander Pankratiev
Russia
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Alexey Ivunin
Alexander Pankratiev
Russia
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3545
Semion Shifrin
Nesher
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Steven B. Dowd
USA
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Semion Shifrin
Nesher

77 O
//15////
/

H#3 2111

3550
lvan Antipin
Alexander Pankratiev
Russia

/%7// /%
_

__Nam
e ® B v
moE o

AN
EE

H#5 21.1. 3+2

3+6



3551
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Valery Kopyl
Ukraine
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Ivan Antipin
Alexander Pankratiev
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Emanuel Navon
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3565
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Israeli Zagoruiko Reciprocal Changes — Paz Einat
Staring from the mid 1950’s, reciprocal changes (RC) became one of the hottest themes for Israeli
composers. One of the ways to achieve greater thematic content is to add an additional phase with
further mate changes on the thematic defenses. | survey here the different ways this theme
combination, Zagoruiko plus reciprocal changes, was realized up to the early 1980’s.

Starting from straightforward addition of two changes in the 3™ phase, A, by A Itzhak Grossman
the pair of composers who became famous worldwide, employs a clever RC ~ Aaron Hirschenson
mechanism. The natural try, another anti-battery flight-giving move, adding 1% HM Probleemblad
the two additional changes, makes the blend artistically pleasing. 1963

Set: 1...5e5,0f4 a 2.8xb6 A# 1..5a~ b 2.2bxab B#

1.50d3? zz 1...550~ a 2.¢5# 1...5Ha~ 2.0b44# but 1...4xc3!

1.5c4! zz 1..50~ a 2.8xab B# 1..5a~ 2.8xb6 A# 1..&xb5 2.Hb2#

The more complex B smartly combines black correction into the RC
mechanism. The additional phase uses the guard of c4 & c6 to achieve the
different mates. The key adds a flight to the set one (1..%xe4 2.Hgl#)
completing a memorable problem that should have received a much higher
distinction. Set: 1...Eh~a 2.55¢7 A# 1..Exed b 2.2b6 B#

1.55a5? [2.8xe5#] 1..Bh~a 2.%c6# 1...Hxed b 2.8g5# but 1...&xe4!

1.¥ad! [2.8xe5#] 1..Bh~a 2.5b6 B# 1..Hxed b 2.5¢7 A# 1..Hg5+ 2.8xg5# 1...&xed 2.8gl#

The unprovided flight in C is a clue, but there are several options to provide for it. The introductory
1.%g8? allows two nice mates on the two BR defenses that open a guard on d3, but actually fails to
the BK move to the flight. The RC mechanism is unique. In the try 1.%a5? after 1...Exb2 square ¢3
is unguarded so 2.b5# opening defense on ¢3 works, and on 1...Exc3 only 2.d5# is possible as 2.b5(?)
will block the WQ line. Now it is easy to see how the reciprocity occurs in the solution.

1.%g87? [2.£e5#] 1...Bxb2 a 2.%xc8# 1...2xc3 b 2.5xd6# but:1...&d3!

1.%a5? [2.%xa6#] 1...2xb2 a 2.b5 A # 1..Exc3 b 2.d5 B # but:1...5a7!

1.%e5! [2.%e2#] 1..Bxb2a2.d5 B#1..Bxc3b2.b5 A#

D by Perlsson is an incredible problem. All motives are based on interferences and the pin-based
defences add a charm. The RC mechanism involves the guard of the d3-b5 orthogonal by the two
rooks and the d5-b5 file by the two bishops. The 2" try and solution each cuts of one rook and one
bishop. 1.Bxb7? [2.5a3#] 1...Hf2 a 2.8c5# 1...Hg2 b 2.%c6# but 1...Exb4!

1.H2e3? [Ha3#] 1..2f2a2.4xd3 A#1..H2g2 b 2.%e5 B # but 1...2xb4!

1.Bed! [2.5a3#] 1..BEf2a2.%e5 B #1..502 b 2.4Xd3 A #

From problems showing simple Zagoruiko RC we move to more complex ones. Yosi’s highly
ranked E has the RC spread over the three phases. This smooth Zagoruiko is boosted by the
reappearance of threats as mates. Set: 1....5f4 a 2.2d5 A# 1...xd6 b 2.5e4 B#

1.8f2? [2.50f7 C#] 1..6f4 a 2.%e3# 1..5d6 b 2.2d5 A# 1...e6 2.5596 D# but 1...&f4!

1.%b6! [2.£96 D#] 1..05f4 a 2.8ed# B 1...5Hd6 2.%c5# 1..2d6 2.0f7 C#

B Itzhak Grossman C D E
Aaron Hirschenson Aaron Hirschenson Avraham Perlsson Yosi Retter
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In Aaron’s F white’s first moves reappear as mates, tightly integrated into - /Aaron Hirschenson
the RC mechanism. The try 1.%c1? not only introduces the first move of the 3rd_ Prize

next two phases as mates on the thematic defenses, but in itself is one of the
thematic mates! Batteries are formed in all three phase, and they all contain
pin-mates and the RC mechanism has much clarity. A masterpiece!
1.%c1?A [2.%h6#] 1..BExb5 a 2.8a4 C# 1..Exd5 b 2.2e4 D# 1... A xd5!
1.8a4 C? [2.8xb6#] 1..Exb5 a 2.%cl A# 1...2xd5 b 2.65xa8 B# 1...&xb5!
1.8e4! D [2.5b4#] 1...Exb5 a 2.55xa8 B# 1...Exd5 b 2.%cl A#

My effort (G) has similar interchange between first moves and mates. 1.Qd3?
leads to dxcb & dxe5 to become mates after the thematic defenses and,
notably, it is a mate in the next two phases. The RC mechanism leads to the
mate Qd3 when c5 or e5, respectively, are guarded, and the mate Qd4

when c5 or e5, respectively, are pinned. Originally, one of the try refutations was poor, possibly
causing the low ranking, 1.%d3? zz 1...f4 a 2.dxe5# 1...2.a6 b 2.dxc5# but 1...cxd4!

1.dxch? zz 1..f4 a 2.%d4 A# 1...8a6 b 2.%d3 B# but 1...fxg5!

1.dxe5! zz 1...f4 a 2.%d3 B# 1...8a86 b 2.%d4 A# 1...5f8 2.5xf6# 1...50xg5 2.50xf6#

The next three problems are wilder. In H the Zagoruiko and reciprocal changes are still integral, but
four of the five phases show interconnected double RC, mixing first moves and mates. The 5 phase
show further changes. 1.%f3? [2.%c3#] 1..5%ad a 2.%d3# 1....d7 b 2.%b3# but: 1...&h8!

1.8e3 A? [2.Bc3#]1...5oxad a 2.%f1 C# 1....6d7 b 2.%xe6 D# but: 1...%/h8!

1.8e5 B? [Exc5#] 1...5xa4 a 2.%xe6 D# 1...5d7 b 2.%f1 C# but: 1...%f2!

1.%f1 C?[2.8ed#] 1..5%ad a2.8e3 A# 1..5d7 b 2.He5 B# but: 1...5d3!

1.Kxe6! [2.8e4#] 1...55xa4 a 2.8e5 B# 1..5d7 b 2.8e3 A#

I am quoting again Arieh’s remarkable I. Here, the RC is on one pair of defenses, with the BK, and
the Zagoruiko is on a second pair of defenses, with the BS’s. In the set play the same WQ mates are
given on both pairs of defenses. Moving the WS to g3 or ¢3 drives the RC on the BK defenses.
However, the BS defenses see changed mates using the Q/B battery. A unique combination!

Set: 1...&f4 a,0Hf2 ¢ 2.%f6 A# 1..25d4 b,ob2 d 2.%d6 B#

1.5g3? [2.0d3#] 1....0f2 2. A xca# 1...b2 2. 4b3# but 1...82a3!

1.53c3! [2.5d3#] 1...5f4 a 2.%d6# B 1..2d4 b 2.8f6# A 1..0f2 2. 4h3# 1...5b2 2. Axgd#

| believe J is largely unknown to most composers, partly because it was initially unsound. The RC
mechanism is based on the ability or inability of the grasshoppers (GR) on d6 & f4 to move. Initially,
they can move to g6 & 7,50 1...0g6 & 1...xf7 bring the thematic mates (transfers). The set position
of WSf6 provides the set mates on BBc3 correction play defenses. The main effect relies on the
opening of the nightrider (NR) b1 guarding d5, and closing NRb3 after 1...&d4. Try & solution
unpin c6 for a battery mate, change GR escapes, and unguard e4 & d5 for the mating GRs.

Set: 1...55g6 2./2b8 A# 1..5f7 2.5 xh2 B# 1...4c~ a 2.0d7# 1...4d4 b 2.5g5#

1.5d5? 2.c7#1...Ac~a 2.5xh2 B# 1...0d4 b 2.51b8 A# but: 1...5:d4!

1.0e41 2.c7#1...4c~a 2.5b8 A# 1...8d4 b 2. 51 xh2 B#

G Paz Einat H Paz Einat | Arieh Grinblat J Paz Einat
3 Com 3 Prize 1% Prize Israel Ring Ty 3 Com
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POTASN DR 5 apn
WAT QY ,200 INONT PVPOR PR ,UIWD 7NA 232 1071 20K TAR P71 NIAT L3200 M8 YW M nnn
WIWA DR P78 477...1 DY un nRoxna wipn 147%...1 07 Sy nanoin (reversal Rw) ?257%.1 movnan By
.131397 72913
1.4h2 1 [2.2d5#] 1...Bc5 2.82f3# 1...Hd4 2.5eb# 1...Hed 2.dxed# 1...Axe3 + 2.5Hxe3#
1..8d4 2.%eb# 1...c6 2..0d6# 1...0e7,0f6 2..0h6#
TOTV0 MYON 16 2P
L9910 Y 1P N0 NYYIDT TR 7210 AW W92 0LwR .20RIT 1Y OV 13200 797100 W mann cnw
NYT NN TPV WA 727 ATV IR S1an 920 Taman IR N M2 NI 1A a1 a0 van
Bl il
1.9e7 ! [2.0xf5#] 1...0e3 2.%f4# 1....093 2.%d5# 1..4097 2.8e5# 1...5xe7 2.dxe7#
1..Bxf3 + 2.5xf3#
29991 NI 7 2pn
.21 NV ANSM QY TN NPNO0M 7RV IR VA2 707 1001 .0°9R1T DY Oy MR Sw M9’ nang cnw
1.894 ' [2.8e6#] 1..8b6 2.8d7# 1...2e3 2.5f4# 1...50c5 2.8 f4#
TTYO MYON 18 apn
0P .28 2w AWRw 25w 210 IR PIwHn LLIRIND I AN9K T 9V IR NV NN DX
H4n:an.2 4m:3...1 VIR TNONT VT DY WRIN P N0 YW 1Ivn BPOR
1.Ef5 1 [2.8f4#] 1...%xeb 2.c3# 1...Axe3 + 2.8xe3# 1..%xc2 + 2.4xc2# 1...dxf5 2.&xc6#
1..Bxf6 2.0xfo# 1...2xh4 2.&xh4#
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A selfmate in two acts by Mark Erenburg

The following exceptional selfmate participated in the Moscow tourney for
2020 and, somehow, was left out of the award. We bring it here with the full

comments of the author. Mark Erenburg
The first act: Moscow Tourne 2020
1.h4! a5! the black pawn must hurry after it's colleague!
1..a6? 5.h8=% a2 6.%a8 al~ 7.%xal c2#; /// ///
2.h5 a4 3.h6 a3 4.h7 a2 5.h8=¥ al=4! //521////
It is hard to believe, but this is the first presentation of a mutual pure »

P p / é % /

(without captures) excelsior in the orthodox selfmate!

The second act:

6. b8! Hc2 7.2 xF2+ &xe3 8.0 5+ &Hxf2 9.%h2+ &xfl 10.He3+
Dxe3tt 6.8h4?! - 8...Hxf2??

Switchback of the former pawn in the form of a queen to its "homeland™
along an ambush triangular route (a8-b8-h2). An unexpected finale with an
almost complete replacement of the characters!

S#lO 7+6
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1.£a5? but 1..%b6 ! 1..0c5 | [2.d7#] 1...Bxd5 2.f4# 1... Exe8 2.%f4# 1... b7, %5 2.&xf2#

1..4xc52.2h4# 1...4h4 + 2.&xh4# 1. Bxf3 + 2.xf3# 1..0xg4 + 2.Dxgd#
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